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The Wrath of Homer
BY L. A. MacKAY. A study of the
legendary sources of the plot of the
Iliad, based on the text, other legends,
and archaeological discoveries.
$2.75
The Values of Life
BY E. J. URWICK. Contains the mature reflections of the late Professor Urwick, and is prefaced by an Introduction by John A. Irving, who has edited
the book.
$2.75
Of Irony Especially in Drama
BY G. G. SEDGEWICK. An urbane
and discriminating study. In the Alexander Lectures series.
$2.75
The Canadian Japanese in World
War II
BY P. E. LA VIOLETTE. A sociological
and psychological account, based on observation at first hand.
$3.75
The Government
of Canada
BY R. MacGREGOR DAWSON. The
outstanding book in its field—winner of
the Governor-General's Award for Academic Non-Fiction, 1947. "Professor
Dawson has brought a keen wit and
lively style as well as an extensive
knowledge and wide sympathy with his
subject."—New York Times Book Review, Jan. 18, 1948.
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THE POETRY OF HISTORY:
The
Contribution of Literature and Literary Scholarship to the Writing of
History Since Voltaire. By Emery
Neff. New York: Columbia
University Press. 1947. 258 pp. $3.50.
Reviewed by

ALLAN NEVINS
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HIS volume (itself the fourth of
a series, though it can well stand
alone) falls into two unequal parts.
The first and much the longer is a
study of the development of historical
writing in Europe from the bald partisan inadequacies and inaccuracies of
Bossuet and Hume to the finished,
varied, and penetrating work of the
best late nineteenth-century masters.
The second is a brief analysis of the
attempts at a "new synthesis"; of the
writings, that is, of Spengler, Toynbee,
and their like. This second part invites no deep scrutiny. All efforts at
a synthesis have thus far failed. The
scientific groupings of Henry Adams,
the dark philosophical prophecies of
Spengler, the more cheerful and idealistic visions of Toynbee, all fall short
of either goal—though Toynbee, at
least, has much to teach us in his long
journey through the past. Mr. Neff
rightly dismisses these efforts to reach

some cosmic generalization; he concludes simply that "the future is ours
to devise and revise endlessly." It is
the first part of his volume which
deserves careful attention.
No better survey of the process of
enlarging the bounds of history, of
giving it ever greater richness, depth,
and variety by the use of seminal
ideas, and of enhancing its literary
quality by a wise use of the imagination, has thus far been written. Mr.
Neff is necessarily eclectic. He chooses
only fifteen or sixteen authors all told
to illustrate the steady evolution of
historical scholarship and craftsmanship. Voltaire unquestionably offers
the proper starting-point, and Herder
may well be placed next after him.
Gibbon threw a great bridge across
the chasm which had parted the ancient and modern worlds, while he
helped shatter the ecclesiastical fetters which had bound inquiry. Vico
looked for the plain h u m a n beings,
the masses, the populace, behind the
records of kings and generals. Then
came the American and French Revolutions; and after that the masses
could not possibly be excluded.
In dealing with historical writing
in the nineteenth century, Mr. Neff's
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ANGLO-SAXON
ENGLAND
A Study with Illustrations
By
D. ELIZABETH MARTIN-CLARKE
This book is concerned with English
culture of the sixth, seventh, and eighth
centuries, with occasional glances at the
ninth and tenth.
|2.25

SCIENTISTS STARRED
1903-1943 I N "AMERICAN
MEN OF SCIENCE"
By STEPHEN SARGENT VISHER
A Study of Collegiate and Doctoral
Training, Birthplace, Distribution, Backgrounds, and Developmental Influences.
$4.50

PARADISE REGAINED
THE TRADITION
AND
THE POEM
By ELIZABETH MARIE POPE
Criticism of "Paradise Regained" has
so far seldom taken into account the
standard theological views of Christ's
temptation current in Milton's day. The
first aim of this study is to sum up the
conventional teaching on such major
points.
$2.25
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method is not quite so felicitous as in
treating the earlier periods. His eclecticism betrays its disadvantages. At
times we find him writing of men—
say Carlyle, or Chateaubriand—when
he might better be writing of broad
schools and sweeping tendencies. At
times we question his selection of r e p resentative figures. Ought Carlyle
really to be called a "romantic" historian? That is not the term most
readers would apply to that stern
moralist. Michelet is a good example
of the "resurrection of the past"; indeed, he said that history ought to be
resurrection. But P a r k m a n would in
some respects be a better. In the
chapter on "History as Art" we find
the odd collocation of Renan, Burckhardt, and J. R. Green.
That
Burckhardt belongs in this chapter
none can question; but art is not the
main chord of Renan's historical works
(some of them are indeed rather inartistic) ; and while Green is a master
of narrative and of portraiture, he is
less an artist than Macaulay. The
account of the nineteenth century,
treated through these somewhat arbitrarily chosen figures, leaves wide
gaps. Some tendencies, especially toward the close of the era, are left
untouched.
Taken as a whole, however, this
study of the unfolding and flowering
of history, a noble plant whose roots
have been fed by many streams, whose
leaves and petals have caught many
winds and imprisoned many sunbeams, is admirable. It is itself both
a work of scholarship and a work of
art. Into two hundred pages (excluding the last section) Mr. Neff has
distilled a wealth of reading and r e flection. It is refreshing, too, to find
how emphatically he throws the
weight of his conclusions in favor of
history as living literary art as against
the demand that history content itself
with a mere statement of "scientific"
results.
L I T E R A R Y I.Q. A N S W E R S
1. Gilbert: "The Mikado." 2. J o h n son: "On Shakespeare." 3. Herrick:
"Hesperides."
4. Young:
"Night
Thoughts." 5. Berkeley: "On America." 6. Gray: "Elegy Written in a
Country Churchyard." 7. W. R. Spencer: "To Lady Hamilton." 8. Byron:
"Childe Harold" 9. Keats: "Ode to
a Grecian Urn." 10. Bailey: "Festus."
11. Holmes: "The Boys." 12. Tennyson: "The Princess." 13. Lowell: "The
Present Crisis." 14. Carroll: "The
Walrus and the Carpenter." 15. Swinburne: "The Garden of Proserpine."
16. Shakespeare: "Hamlet." 17. Marveil: "To His Coy Mistress." 18.
Scott: "The Lady of the Lake." 19.
Milton: "On His Having Arrived at
the Age of Twenty-three." 20. The
Bible: Ecclesiastes.
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EDUCATION FOR AN INDUSTRIAL AGE was praised
by Dr. Benjamin Fine, Education Editor of The New York Times
in his column. He said: "Here is a significant study that should
focus the attention of American educators, industrial leaders and
labor spokesmen on the importance of improving the vocational
school program. Professors Kahler and Hamburger, through the
support of the Institute of World Affairs of the New School for
Social Research, have prepared a valuable guide in the field of
vocational and technical education . . . This study, which may
well serve as a landmark, offers constructive steps to bring these
phases of education closer together."
35^ PP-, $3-75
ECONOMIC SECURITY AND INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM,
a new volume by Albert Lauterbach of Sarah Lawrence College,
examines the twin fears of oppression and depression that haunt
the western world. Sane people will welcome his approach to
problems that are too often considered only in the light of prejudice and semantic confusion. Laissez-faire economics, with its
tendency to disastrous cycles, monopoly, and war is described
and the various types of social control are analyzed. Misconceptions concerning the totalitarian solutions are cleared up, and
the Soviet system of state control is discussed.
184 pp., $2.§o

Two volumes by new writers
Writers for Tomorrow, edited by Baxter Hathaway of Cornell University,
is a collection of fiction by young writers studying creative writing at Cornell. In general these are literary
stories, chosen by the editor for more
than entertainment appeal,yet readers
will find them "good stories" too.
Some are mannered pieces, some are
slices of life; some are reportorial;
some utilize symbolism; all are artistic
unities in which a changing situation
contains the whole of a significant
action.
2^6pages, $s.y^

American Vanguard, edited by Don
M. Wolfe of the New School for Social Research, is likewise a collection
of fiction, selected chapters from novels, and other materials. These selections are by men and women in the
Writers' Workshops of the New
School. The variety of themes ranges
from the violence of war to the muted
violence of frustrated lives, and to the
impact of experience upon the minds
of children. Those who are interested
in new developments in the modern
literary short story will want to own
this book.
25^ P^S^^, ^3-50
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by SIMON NOWELL-SMITH
"Nowell-Smlth h a s t a k e n incidents a n d o p i n i o n s a n d
anecdotes from a hundredo d d s o u r c e s — H . G. W e l l s ,
Edith W h a r t o n , Mrs. J o s e p h
Conrad, J. M. B a r r i e , T h o n i a 8
Hardy, Virginia Woolf,
Arnold B e n n e t t — a n d a s s e m bled t h e m in the f o r m of a
dossier. T h e result is as abs o r b i n g as a g o o d m y s t e r y
story."—Time
At all bookstores $3.00
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NAPOLEON I I I
A Study of the Rise of
a Utopian
Dictator

By Franklin C. Palm
$2.50
This volume deals with the role of England
in the events which paved the way for the
establishment of the Second Empire in
France.
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THE SYMBOLIC
PERSONS IN THE
MASQUES OF
BEN JONSON
By Allan H. Gilbert
$6.00

THE PLATONISM
OF SHELLEY
A Study of
Platonism
and the Poetic
Mind

By James A. Notopoulos
$7.50
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Significant Area of Experience
COLLEGE
READING
AND
RELIGION: A Survey of College Reading
Materials. Sponsored by the Edward
W. Hazen Foundation and the Committee on Religion and Education
of the American Council on Education. New Haven: Yale
University
Press. 1948. 345 pp. $5.
Reviewed by ORDWAY TEAD
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Since their inception,

the role of religion in higher education well up at the top of the issues
now being searchingly probed on
many a campus. A swing away from
excessive secularity, positivistic assumptions, scientism, and ethical nihilism in college instruction is clearly
gaining momentum. This study of the
required reading material in American colleges by fourteen scholars of
acknowledged eminence will unquestionably offer evidence and lend aid
and comfort to those pressing for alterations of emphasis and content in
the conduct of higher education.
This is no indirect attempt to break
down the barriers which separate
church and state or which keep sectarian indoctrination dissociated from
liberal education. The inquiry does
not center on the need for direct efforts to make students more " r e ligious." Rather it works from the
premise that religion, religions, and
individual religious interests, are a
continuing fact in human experience
and that any proper study of man
has therefore to examine this whole
significant area dispassionately but
thoroughly. It further assumes that
because religious influence is so pervasive in many organized fields of
knowledge and human effort, it is
impossible to understand these if r e ligious factors are ignored.
Hence, the problem posed here is
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the extent of reading material used
in the major area which directly or
indirectly takes account of these r e ligious factors. The conclusion is
overwhelming that "religion is a neglected field of reading and study on
the part of college students." There is
found to be "lightness of touch and
even ignorance" as to when and where
intellectual issues have a "religious
bearing or import." Some textbooks
reveal a "hostility to religion," implied
or suggested through the aggressive
development of a positivistic attitude.
Such findings will not surprise those
who are close to the academic battlegrounds. This volume in a sense corroborates and confirms suspicions or
knowledge already in the minds of
many. It prompts to searching of soul
for the needed correctives. The authors themselves suggest "the usefulness of this volume not only as
individual reading for faculty m e m bers but as basic text material for
faculty curriculum committees and
boards where planning or the total
development of the college program
may be in process." To which I would
add, "Amen."
Two points at least emerge from
an examination of this evidence. One
is the need for reorienting required
readings to bring awareness in all r a tional candor of the facts and the
penumbrae of the religious preoccupations of mankind, and this not
merely in existential terms but in
terms of value Judgments, as William
James pointed out in "The Varieties
of Religious Experience."
The second point for all to realize
is that to expose college students honestly to all the strands of human infiuence, including the religious, will
not of itself necessarily win practitioners to a reverent, humble, loving,
devout, and ethically responsible way
of life.
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