tors. In December, for instance, a 17-month probe by
Edward Stancik, an investigator for the New York City
Public School District, found
that teachers and administrators at 32 separate schools
had helped students cheat on
standardized tests by providing answers and, in some
instances, by filling out the
tests themselves. Administrators in the beleaguered district are under pressure to
boost test scores, and 52
employees have been suspended pending a final investigation and evaluation by
the schools chancellor.
Beyond ethical lapses,
sometimes teachers just don’t
understand their own subjects. Ari Armstrong, a researcher with the Golden,
Colorado-based Independence Institute, has faulted
Colorado’s school board for
approving ambiguous and
muddleheaded math materials and tests.
As an example, Armstrong
cites a sixth-grade worksheet
on probability that declares,
“An outcome which can
happen has a probability of
one.” Armstrong notes that
the statement is nonsensical,
since it implies that anything
that can happen will happen.
Fully half the problems on
the worksheet are impossible
to solve as a result of missing
conditions, leading Armstrong to declare: “The probability that a student will end
up utterly confounded and
frustrated by the exercise
approaches loo%.”

Name Dropping
By Jacob Sullum

T

o police worried about
hackers, con men, and
other cyberspace menaces,
the ability to conceal one’s
identity on the Internet is a
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More Than Anybody Wanted
By Michael W. Lynch
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tool of crime. But to critics
and whistleblowers worried
about the repercussions of
speakmg out, online anonymity is a tool of dissent.
In a recent Cat0 Institute
paper (available at www.

Source: Congressional Budget Office

software executive, notes that

ohn Trenchard
Jonathan
Wallace,
an attornev 7

essays on liberty had a strong
influence on the

Founders, called themselves
“Cato” (the think tank‘s
namesake). Thomas Paine’s
Common Sense was initially
attributed simply to “an
Englishman.” The Federalists
and Anti-Federalists debated
each other under names such
as “Publius” and “Candidus.”
The U.S. Supreme Court
has consistently recognized
that the First Amendment
protects the right to speak b

+ Irish censors have
banned In Dublin, a main.
stream magazine used by
tourists and locals t o find
out what‘s happening in
the city. The problem
isn’t the editorial content. It’s the ads. The
magazine has several
small advertisements listing phone numbers for
massage parlors and sex
chat lines. The censors
refuse to say exactly
which ads they found offensive, which has left
the publisher confused,
since most of the ads also
appear in other magazines that haven’t been
banned.

+ Brazilian bikinis may be
the tiniest in the world;
many are just small
scraps that could
an envelope. But
still enough material
there to depict the Brazilian flag. A Senate panel,
aggrieved that the national symbol might a p
pear near a woman’s
genitalia, has passed a
bill outlawing the use of
the flag on any item of
underwear or clothing,
especially the notorious
“dental floss” swimsuits.

+ Mayor Cecil Bjork of
River Falls, Wisconsin,
faces charges of disorderly conduct for allegedly grabbing reporter
Sue Odegard in a bookstore and shaking her
several times. Bjork was
reportedly upset by an
editorial cartoon.

+ At a chess tournament
on the Spanish island of
Menorca, the players had
to provide a urine sample
for drug testing. Presumably, any player caught
taking steroids was immediately disqualified.
-Charles Oliver
18

EMAIL: hpayneOdetnews.cor

without revealing one’s identity, most recently in a 1995
decision overturning an Ohio
ban on anonymous campaign
leaflets. In 1997, a federal
judge cited that case in overturning a Georgia law that
made it a misdemeanor for
senders of Internet messages
to falsely identify themselves.
Yet opponents of Internet
anonymity continue to argue
that users should be compelled to give their names,
either through a service provider’s register or through
information incorporated
into data packets. They suggest that Web pages and email messages, the contemporary equivalent of colonial
pamphlets, do not deserve
the same protection as that
venerable form. Fortunately,
the Supreme Court rejected
that position when it overturned sections of the Communications Decency Act in
1997.
Aside from the constitutional problem, Wallace
notes, attempts to ban
anonymous Internet speech

face formidable technical
obstacles. “Anonymity and
pseudonymity are built into
the architecture of the Net,”
he writes. “Legislators should

be particularly wary of laws
requiring sweeping changes
to communications technology in order to serve speechrestricting goals.”
bs
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