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to prevent the Czar’s fleet from getting
bottled up by the British in case war broke
out.

Toward the end of the nineteenth cen-
tury and during the first part of the twen-
tieth, relations between the United States

and Russia cooled somewhat both because -

of temporary rivalries in the Far East and
because the American public became in-
creasingly aware of the reactionary policies
of the czarist regime, particularly its per-
secution of the Jews. The most serious crisis
between republican America and czarist
Russia arose over the official anti-Semitism
of Nicholas II in the decade preceding the
outbreak of the first world war. And the
fact that the Soviet government has com-

pletely reversed the old czarist policy to-

ward minorities and has established full
racial democracy is merely one of many
developments since 1917 showing how
much closer Soviet Russia is to the funda-
mental democratic aspirations of the
American people than was the Romanov
tyranny.

: I WIsH there were space to discuss Dr.

Dulles’ excellent chapters on American-
Soviet relations in the Far East, on Secre-
tary Seward’s purchase of Alaska, on
Allied intervention in the USSR during
the years following the Communist Revo-
lution, on the great Red scare in the United
States, on American recognition of the So-
viet Union, on the failure of a united front
among the peace-loving peoples to maintain
collective security and prevent the second
world war, and on the final grand alliance
to smash Hitler. While I do not agree with
every one of the author’s mterpretatxons
throughout this large range of topics, I
believe that on the whole his conclusions
are sound and to be recommended to every
American and Russian who wishes to see
our two countries working together close-
ly for victory and for peace.

As this book makes plain, the chief fac-
tors that have kept the United States and
Russia friends throughout the 162 years
since the American republic won its free-
dom have been their possession of common
foes, Great Britain in the nineteenth cen-
tury, Germany and Japan in the twenti-
eth; and the related consideration that
global geography has made our two nations
each for the other “a potential friend in
the- rear of potential enemies” in both
Europe and Asia. The meaning of Tehe-
ran is that henceforth the United States

.and the Soviet Union will cooperate not

simply against mutual enemies, but for mu-
tual goals such as the preservation of world
peace and the furtherance of normal inter-
national trade—goals whose fulfillment is
as essential for all mankind as for specific
national interests. ’
Another positive aspect of the road be-
yond Teheran, and a necessary foundation

for it, is that the Americans and the Rus-

sians w111 understand each other better than
ever before. Despite the traditional friend-

liness of our two countries and the co-
operation of our two, governments in time
of crisis, it cannot be said that our respec-
tive peoples as a  whole have ever known
much about each other. Obviously during
the past quarter-century Americans have
known less of the truth about the Soviet
Union than about any other_great power.
And toward that mutual peoples’ under-
standing that is so essential for implement-
ing the agreements of statesmen and state
departments Foster Rhea Dulles’ The
Road to Teheran makes a notable contri-
bution.

General of the Underground

HARRIET TUBMAN, &y Earl Conrad. Associated
Publishers. Washington, D.C. $3.25.

ARRIET TUBMAN is one of the most

remarkable figures in American his-
tory, a woman whose thrilling exploits rank
her as a first-class heroine. She was one of
the giants of the Negro liberation move-
ment. Earl Conrad has performed a genu-
ine service in setting down the rich record
of Harriet Tubman’s life, the first adequate
account in recent years and one which will
serve as the basis for a fresh evaluation of

. her importance. Hitherto Harriet Tubman

has been known largely to students of the
Underground Railroad, to historical spe-
cialists and to progressive Negro people who
have named their clubs in her honor. Now,
thanks to this biography, the rewarding
story of her life may become a part of the
living heritage of freedom for which we
are fighting. o
Harriet Tubman’s life began in 1820 on
a Maryland plantation; it ended in 1913
in Auburn, N. Y. in a home she herself
had founded for aged Negroes. In those
ninety-three years she was successively a
slave, a conductor on the Underground
Railroad, an Abolitionist leader, a recruiter
for John Brown’s Harper’s Ferry army, a
Civil War nurse, scout and guerrilla fight-
er in South Carolina, leader in the women’s
rights movement with Susan B. Anthony,
active in Negro religious movements. Yet
withal, she remained a modest, almost self-
effacing woman; her greatness never over-
came her; she was content to let her deeds

. speak for her.

Above all Harriet Tubman was a vigor-

" ous, courageous, and resourceful organizer.

John Brown called her a “general” and
to others she was known as “the Moses
of her people.” Both descriptions fit the
woman, who, after emancipating herself
from slavery, made nineteen trips into the
slave country to free other Negroes. In the
eight years she was a conductor on the
Underground Railroad, as she later re-
called, “I never ran my train off the track
and I never lost a passenger.” Every one
of those nineteen trips, as Mr. Conrad de-
scribes them, “was no less than a military
campaign, a raid upon an entrenched and
an armed enemy.”
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Harriet Tubman perceived, more than
many others of her time, the importance of
the Underground. In Mr, Conrad’s words,
“Harriet knew that each abduction from
the South was a recruit to the anti-slavery
organization in the North. Every time
white sympathizers with the road were
brought into activity to help along fugitives,
the Negro gained allies or strengthened
those he already had. Harriet knew that
the Underground was the immediate strug-
gle. Emancipation might be the chief aim
of Garrison, of Douglass, and of many
others, and this indeed was her chief aim
as well, but the Underground was a

- process that would develop the North, and
organize and educate it for the time when
it would have to face a belligerent South.”

The story of Harriet Tubman’s one-
woman raids on the South makes spine-
tingling reading. They compare, in their
way, with some of the exploits of the Eu-
ropean underground and the Russian guer-
rillas. Again as a scout and guerrilla leader
with the Union Army in South Carolina
in 1863, Harriet Tubman exhibited her
genius for energetic leadership in her di-
rection of the successful Combahee ex-
pedition. This expedition was essentially a
guerrilla foray into South Carolina to lay
waste rich plantation lands, arouse the
slaves, and bring back recruits for Union
Negro detachments stationed at Hilton
Head. Mr. Conrad’s account of the episode,
the brilliant strategy behind it, and Harriet
Tubman’s own role as a soldier with a
musket, is high adventure,

While the heritage- of Harriet Tubman
has a special significance for the Negro
people, it also contains some profound

~ lessons for the whites. That heritage and
those lessons lie implicit in her life: The
importance of struggle by the Negro people
. themselves for freedom and democracy;
the need for inter-racial unity, black and
- white cooperation, to attain progressive
ends; and the role of women, Negro,
and white, in the Negro hberatxon move-
ment.

Mr. Conrad’s Harriet Tubman is an
invaluable source of information about a
truly great and significant American,

STePHEN PEABODY.

Aid to Our Allies | .

LEND-LEASE, Weapon for Victory, by Edward R.
Stettinius, Jr. Macmillan. $3.00.

THE report to the American public on

the history and workings of lend-lease
provides a revealing discussion of policy and
accomplishment of a major war agency up
to June 30, 1943. By then, the United
States had spent almost $13,000,000,000
on lend-lease purchases and shlpments But
history moves faster than the written rec-
ords. By the time the book was published,
lend-lease figures had swelled to over
$19,000,000,000, while Edward R. Stet-

tinfus, jr., the author and former head of
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"A REAL EVENING IN THE THEATRE"—Nichols, N. Y. Times

“DECISION"

¥ e tudi Sun., 8:40; Mats, Saturday and Sunday
BELASCO THEATRE (i STREET, EAST OF BROADWAY

. _3 Max Reinhardt'
"A Tl‘lumph" Hg:lf;lyl?li “Midsmm;; "éi%ﬁi’ss Dream“
J?ﬁﬂ?f 3‘;‘223%2‘;‘35 et Starring James Cagney,* Olivia de Havil-

land and Mickey Rooney

Also
' Russian Hilarious Comedy
‘THE CAREER OF LT. HOP
Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Price. . GR 5-6978

w1th Melville Cooper IRVING PLACE % R&E

MAJESTIC, W, 44, Fvs. 8:30. Mats. Thur, & Sat. "
e ——

SECOND WEEK DOROTHY THOMPSON:
’ ‘If anybody is still asking what we are
A Dramatic, Thrilling Saga of a Brave Natlon ﬂghtlnllg abzut, this ﬂlmnigs the answer.”

NORWAY REPLIESY |\ .np GREATER LOVE”

Part in Winning World War II Spoken in English An ARTKINO Picture

fon: * o The motion picture of the year
Extra added attraction: “Before the Raid
e aseed atipaction: - Reters Me Tdl that all New York is waiting for:

Cont. from % a.m. Midnight show every Saturday
Broadway at

Stanley Thea, ' Ao bet. 6142 sin Victoria Theatre ii'siect

ey
"SALUTE TO FATS WALLER"

Count Basie and his orchestra The Al Casey Trio
Teddy Wilson and his orchestra The Mills Brothers

Billie Holliday Pearl Primus Hazel Scott  Josh White

Pee Wee Russell Mary Lou Williams Eddie Condon "Hot Lips™ Page

Art Hodes Jimmy Savo Slick Jones Pops and Louie
Sidney Catlett  Howard da Silva J. C. Johnson and others

Contin, from 10 a.m. Midnight show every night

Carnegie Hall
Sunday Evening o April 2nd, 1944

TICKETS 83¢ to $3.30 » On sale now at Carnegie Hall Box Office and American Youth For( Democracy,
13 Astor Place. Tel. GRamercy 7-1900, * MAIL ORDERS FILLED.

Arranged by: AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY
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