The
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Government equal to the Interest due on the
mortgages, and obtain loans from the Bank
when needed by them at one-half the customary
rate of interest. Under such a scheme, it would
be practicable for a landowner to borrow by
mortgage to-day, invest the proceeds in Bank
stock to-morrow, and borrow money from the
Bank the next day to pay off the mortgage, retiring with a net income of three and a half per
cent, on the amount juggled with. There was
no restriction to prevent the same person from
performing the feat a second time. This ludicrous project of the " man midwife," as Luttrell
calls him, gained so much favor among the landed gentry that it passed both houses of Parliament, and was favored by King WiUiam so far
that books of subscription were opened on the
9th of June, 1698, under the charge of commissioners appointed by the Crown. But subscriptions did not come in. The Land Bank collapsed
in embryo. " The King and his advisers were
embarrassed; the landed interest was disappointed, enraged, and probably thought that what
they called ' crying down the Land Bank' was
some financial witchcraft or evil eye on the part
of the moneyed men, which cheated them of their
reasonable hopes."
The episode of the Land Bank was the first
crisis of the Bank of England. Chamberlain's
scheme was the raUying-point of all the opposition to the Bank. So great a hubbub was raised
by it that the shares of the Bank declined from
107 to 83- Other crises, and more trying ones,
ensued—these connected with the war in the
Low Countries. The first deputy governor of
the Bank, Godfrey, was killed in the trenches
at Namor, whither he and two other directors
had gone to provide funds for paying the army.
We get a glimpse of the method of transferring
funds from one country to another for military
use at that time by reading that the governor,
deputy governor, and one director of the Bank
went over to Antwerp and set up a mint to coin
money to pay the army ; but as the mint could
not work fast enough, they (the Bank directors)
borrowed £100,000 from the Bank of Amsterdam
for the purpose. The capture o" Namur, which
took place soon afterwards, was ascribed to the
good feeling produced by the punctual payment
of the troops.
The state of the coinage at this time was so deplorable, by reason of wearing, sweating, and
clipping, that exchange between London and
Amsterdam in 1695 was as much as thirty-eight
per cent, against the former. " In this crisis,"
says Prof. Rogers, " the Bank ran its greatest
perils, did some of its best services, and established the confidence which has made it so famous." The restoration of the coinage cost the
Treasury upwards of $3,700,000—a very large
sum in those trying times, being nearly equiva-.
lent to a year and a half's ordinary revenue, and
as hard to be borne, the author thinks, as a hundred millions at the present time. But its value
to the country, in the way of establishmg the
public credit and imparting confidence to every
department of trade and industry, was beyond
computation. The name of Montague is rendered illustrious by this achievement.
The history of the Bank during the nine years
is so closely connected with the history of the
Government t h a t . our author deals necessarily
with the political contentions of the time, and
also with military operations on the Continent.
These relations give to the volume a spice of interest usually lacking in financial treatises. There
is scant room for criticism to one who has not
access to the rare sources consulted by the author. We can only say that in this, as in all his
work in the field of political economy. Prof. Rogers employs the best methods of study and the
soundest rules of interpretation.
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Obiter Dicta. Second Series. By Augustine
Birrell. Charles Scribner's Sons. 1887.
THERE is in this volume just that blending of a
just literary taste with an unobti-usive refined humor which makes a charming book. Milton,
Johnson, and Burke are simply hopeless material
for fresh essays, but by dint of keeping his individuality alert and responsive, and holding close
by the perennial genuineness of these great lives,
the author has made something new • of them,
something that causes us to forget they are
classics, awakens our interest, and stirs us to the
point of avidity to learn what he has to say in his
lighthearted and truthful affection for the old favorites. He sums up Pope when he says he should
as soon think of asking whether a centipede has
legs or a wasp a sting as whether he was or was
not a poet; and in the course of his very humane
handling of that distorted body of sensibilities
and rancors which was Pope, he pleads his very
best defence by reminding us that Arburthnot
loved him; there must have been something amiable in him, even if it only overflowed from the
good, sensible doctor. The essay upon Burke is
the most pleasing to ourselves; there is an absence of weight in it which is an altogether novel
quality in the subject, and there is next to nothing about his speeches. The constant gleam of
humor that plays over the page helps us to remember all the while that Burke was an Irishman. Apropos of his quarrel with Hamilton, the
author remarks: " P e w men can afford' to be angry; it is a run upon their intellectual resources
that they cannot meet " ; and he praises Burke's
exhaustless indignation accordingly. He says
well that it is a sign of Burke's stupendous greatness that when " his name is pitted against the
outcome of centuries, and we say Burke and the
French Revolution, we are not overwhelmed by
any sense of obvious absm'dity or incongruity."
It'is exquisite to hear a man say that " the true
mode of critical approach to copies of Latin verse
is by the question—How bad are they ?''—to have
him find Dr. Johnson every whit as interesting
in his life of Sprat as of Milton or Gray, and
add, " he is also much less provoking"; to have
Arnold's dealing with a hapless author succinctly
described as " kittenish," and to read in the opening paragraph of a paper the chance remark—
" You may live like a gentleman for a twelvemonth on HazUtt's ideas." This is the true lover
of books, perhaps a trifle too refined for the general public, it must be said. " Beshrew the general public," he says himself; " w h a t in the
name of the Bodleian has the general public got
to do with literature ? The general public subscribes to Mudie, and has its intellectual, like its
lacteal sustenance, sent round to it in carts." He
turns his eyes occasionally towards this country,
and quotes with delicious appositeness, in regard
to Mr. Howells's views of Thackeray and Sir
Walter and the rest:
" My grief lies onward and my joy behind."
He touches on the sacred precincts of " Boston
life and intellect" in Emerson's day: " It does not
seem to have been a very strong place. We lack
performance." He even finds a fault to peck at
in Dr. Holmes, and declares that his "literary
perspective "is " every bit as bad " as Emei-son's,
which he has just told us was " very early," and
cites the Doctor's remarks about the redundant
syllable—"Shakspere and Milton knew how-to
use it effectively; Shelley employed it freely,
Bryant indulged in it; Willis was fond of it,"
and, adds our author, " I dare say he was, but we
are not fond of Willis, and cannot help regarding
the citation of his poetical example as an outrage." This comes the nearest to being an " e x plosion" of anything in the book, and it will
amuse American readers. But the volume is full
of " pluins" of one kind and apotlier, is solid in

literary judgment, humane and truthful to an
extraordinary degree, and thoroughly readable.
When I was a Boy in China. By Yan Phou Li.
Boston: D. Lothrop Co.
THIS little book of about one hundred pages is a
revelation of Chinese home life which all Americans ought to read. It is the frank story of a
young man who tells the truth without reserve,
with Biblical quaintness and antique simplicity.
He seems to have no " purpose " or " tendency "•
in view, but only to mform as to the facts. Further, the style is terse, clear, straightforward,
fluent, refined, and idiomatic. Mr. Yan Phou
Lee is, or was, a student in Yale College, one of
the number sent over a few years ago, under the
auspices of Yung Wing, who has been able to remain until graduation from an American college.
Belonging to the mighty tribe or family of Li
(Lee), he was born on the 21st day of the second
moon, in the first year of the reign of the Emperor Tung Che ; which, if our calculations be
correct, was April 11, 1861. His personal name,
Yan Phou, means " Wealth by Imperial Favor."
Like most Chinese and Japanese living abroad,
he now arranges his name in accordance with
the western methods In Chinese civilization,
" the individual withers," and the.clan is " more
and more"; consequently, the- family- name
comes first. With us, initials are vastly important, and family and locality less so.
While written originally for young people, and
therefore lively and readable, Mr. Li's papers
make solid and enriching reading for seniors. His
twelve chapters would be very widening to the
mental horizon of one fed wholly either on missionary reports or Sand-Lot eloquence. " Infancy,"
"The House and Household," "Chinese Cookery,"
"Games and Pastimes," "Girls of My Acquaintance," "Schools and School Life," "Religions,"
"Chinese Holidays," " Stories and Story Tellers,"
"How I Went to Shanghai," " H o w I Prepared
for America," " First Experiences in America,"
are the suggestive titles of the chapters. Among
those recounted in the last chapter are a midcontinent tiain robbery by masked road-agents,
and a hug and kiss by an American lady, both
being equally amazing to the lad.
Greek Lessons. Prepared to accompany the
Grammar of Hadley and Allen. By Robert
P. Keep. D. Appleton & Co. 1886.
DR. K E E P is well known to American schoolmasters by his elaborate school edition of the
Iliad i-vi, and his useful translation of Autenrieth's Homeric Dictionary. His name is a sufficient guarantee for the accuracy and thoroughness of the scholarship of the present volume. It
is strictly a companion for Hadley and Allen, as
it professes to be, and follows closely the grammar arrangement in its topics. These are illustrated by numerous exercises and explanations ;
but constant reference to the grammar is made
from the beginning, and the language of the
grammar rules is retained as exactly as the connection will allow. From different points of
view, we should say the book attempts either
too much or too little. It should have been
either a complete skeleton, in its Accidence at
least, of the grammar, or it should have been
confined to exercises and explanations only, with
references to the parent work for formal statements of principles. As it is, it suffers ia directness and perspicuity from its divided aim, and,
worst of all, seems likely to prove very inflexible
in use.
The Vocabulary at the end of the book is meagre.
The Greek-English part, should contain
either full statements of peculiarities of inflection in the words, or references to the grammar
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BOOKS OF THE WBKK.
Alexander, Mrs. ForKlng the Fetters, and Other Stories.
Henry Holt & Co. $1.

Baker, T. Manual of Counterpoint. G. Schlrmer.
Barrows, S. J. and I. C. The shaybacks in Camp: Ten
Summers under Canvas. Boston: Houghton, Mlffltn &
Co. $1.
Bates, Arlo. A Lady's Love. Boston: Roberts Brothers.
U.
Bok, E. W. Beeoher Memorial: Contemporaneous Tributes to the Memory of H. W. Beeeher. Broolclyn.
Brotherton. Alice W. The Sailing of King Olaf, and Other
Poems. Chicago: Chas. H. Kerr & Co. $1.
Cleland, J. Scala Naturte, and Other Poems. Edinburgh:
David Douglas.
Colvin, S. Keatfi. Harper & Brothers. 76 cents.
Cotte, A. M. Contes tlrSs de MoUSre. No. 1. L'Avare.
Wm. B. Jenkins. 20 cents.
Cunningham, H. S. The Coeruleans. A Vacation Idyll.
Macmlllan & Co. «1.
Daudet, A. Which? Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson &
Bros. 81.26.
Davis, S. M. H. Norway Nights and Russian Days. Fords,
Howard & Hulbert.
Dawson, Sir J. W. The Story of the Earth and Man. New
ed. Harper & Brothers.
Dexter, Prof. F. B. Sketch of the History of Yale University. Henry Holt & Co. Sl.26.
DlUwyn, E. A. Jill and Jack: A Novel. Macmlllan &
Co. $1.
Dodgson, W. A Choice of Change: A Novel. Harper &
Brothers. 20 cents.
Emory, A. M. Told at Tuxedo. G. P. Putnam's Sons.
81.
Geniing, J. F. The Study of Rhetoric. Boston: D. C.
Heath & Co.
Harrison, Mrs. Burton. Bar Harbor Dajs. Harper &
Brothers.
\
Hill, G. B. Boswell's Life of Johnson: including Boswell's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, and Johnson's
Diary of a Journey into North Wales. 6 vols. Macmlllan & Co. iie.
Hugo, v . Les MisSrables. Cosette. Wm. R. Jenkins.

"Every child in America should have them."~-^6MJ
Engkina Journal of Education,
" The ' Young Folks' Cyclopsedia * should be In every
uvenile library."—i^om a Report of the Connecticut
ioard of Education.

Roberts Brothers'

for t h e m . S p a c e could readily be found f o r this
b y o m i t t i n g t h e r a t h e r aimless " Classified V o c a b u l a r y " i n t h e middle of t h e book. A n a t t e m p t is m a d e t o i n d i c a t e t h e q u a n t i t y of t h e
doubtful vowels ; b u t since i t is n o t c a r r i e d out
consistently, i t seems m o r e likely t o confuse t h a n
t o help beginners, besides m a r r i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e of t h e page. T h e iota subs'criptum
given
t o <7«iu looks like a n aifectation, while t h a t of
Oi-iiffKa) is really puzzUng. W e noticed a clrcumflexed icai o n p a g e 146 ; but generally t h e book is
clearly a n d h a n d s o m e l y p r i n t e d , a n d free from
m i s p r i n t s . T b e s t i t c h i n g is as bad a s t h a t of a l l
A m e r i c a n school-books seems t o be. N o t h i n g
s h o r t of " b r e a k i n g t h e book's b a c k " wiU m a k e
it lie open a t a g i v e n page. W h e n a book is designed, a s this o n e is, t o be used simultaneously
w i t h a n o t h e r , this stiffness of b a c k becomes a
serious a n n o y a n c e . T h e d u t y of t h e m a k e r of
school-books does n o t e n d w i t h t h e l a s t " r e v i s e . "
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\ Oommon
Things....^2.50
of\
( Persons and Places.. 8.50

A Lad's Love.

HENRY HOLT & CO., Publishers, New York,

Fresh Summer Books.
Norway Nights and Russian
Days.

BOOKS,'

B y A R L O B A T E S . IGmo, cloth, price $1.00.
Mr. Bates's romance has Campobello for Its locale, and
for its subject an experience which moat young men
undergo, a boyish love for a mature woman. The story
is told in an unusually happy vein.

The Record of a Pleasant Summer Tour. By Mrs. S. M.
HENRY DAVIS. With Many Illustrations. Decorated
Cloth, S1.25; half-calf, gilt top, uncut, §2.50.
Dainty in form, charming In style, accurate and interesting iu information, covering the trip through Denmark, Norway (to the North Cape and the Midnight Sun),
Sweden, Finland, and Bussia. A delightful and valuable
book of travel.

Ourselves and our
Neighbors.

A Summer in England with
Henry Ward Beeeher.

SHORT CHATS ON SOCIAL TOPICS. By

Giving the Popular Lectures, Occasional Addresses, and
Sermons delivered by him In Great Britain last Summer, with an Account of the Trip, by JAMES B. POND.
Illustrated with a Photo-Artotype Portrait of Mr.
Beeeher, and Seven Pages MS. Facsimile Notes. Extra Cloth, gilt top, S3.
" They have almost the solemnity and value of ' last
wrrds.' It was the gathering of strength and eloquence
before the days of silence."—Philadelphia Ledger,

Mrs. Moulton ranges over such topics as " Rosebuds in
Society," *' Yoimg Beaux and Old Bachelors," " Engagements," " After Marriage," and other similar vital experiences, which are discussed with exquisite refinement,
good sense, and imf ailing charm.

B E E C H E R ' S WORKS.
Send for our List, also Circular with titles of " Plymouth Pulpit" Back Numbers. Special terms for assorted lots, while they last. They are fast thinning out.

Norwood: A Tale of Village
Life in New England.
By HENRY WARD

BEECHER.

New Popular Edition.

Cloth, §1.25.
' ' ' Norwood * will never be called a ' hurtful fiction'—
unless somebody should hurt himself laughing. Neither
will the critics pronounce it a ' novel' in the technical
sense; though it is something fresher, as well as better.
Beecher and nothing else all over, and we rather think
more Beecher than anything else yet printed: in short,
one of the best as well as most delightful of books,"—
Ncio York Times.
•*• All Booksellers.

Fords, Howard & Hulbert,
27 P a r k Place, N e w Y o r k .

Germany.
PROF. A. FLBISOHMANN, Eldena, Fommern. Thorough study of German, French, and other branches.
Summer resort for seabathing. Fine surroundings. Isle
of Riigem, University of Grelfswald. For circulars
address PROP. J. M. CROW, Fh.D. G Innell, Iowa.
r^ATALOG
NO, 23, BEING
"ODDS
\
and ends " from the " Literary Junk Shop "of A. S.
Clark, 34 Park Row, N. Y., now ready.

L O U I S E C H A N D L E R MOULTON,

16mo, cloth,

price $1.00.

NEW EDITIONS.
A YEAR IN EDEN. By MiSS PRESTON. Paper covers,
50 cents. TO ROME ON A TRICYCLE. By Mrs. and
Mr. PENNELL. Illustrated. Paper covers, 50 cents. A
WEEK AWAY PROM TIME. Second Edition, |il.25.
CATHEDRAL DAYS. By Mrs. DODD. With Illustrations. Third Edition, $3.00. CRACKER JOE, the new
No Name, ¥1.00. BETWEEN WHILES. A New Volume
of Stories by HELEN JACKSON (H.H.), $1.25.
Sold by all booksellers. Mailed, postpaid, by the publishers, ROBERTS BROTHERS, Boston.
" We can recommend it as one of the hest of its hind."—
Ind. Staatszeltung.

GERMAN SIMPLIFIED.
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Isham, O. The Fisheries Question: Its Origin, History,
and Present Situation. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 75 cents.
King, E. A Venetian Lover: a Poem. London; Kegan,.
Paul, TrenchftCo.
Lloyd, A. P. Treatise on the Law of Divorce. Boston:
Houghton, MifUln & Co. 82.
Loftle, W. J. Windsor Castle. Jubilee ed. Macmlllan &
Co. 82.
Miller, J. B. Trade Organizations In Politics; also. Progress and Robbery. Baker & Taylor Co. »1,25.
O'Neil, c. A. The American Electoral System, G, P. Putnam's Sons, 81.50.
Pater, w . Imaginary Portraits. Macmlllan & Co. 81.50.
Preston. D. S. Columbus; or, A'Hero of the New World.
An Historical Play. G. P. Putnam's Sons. «l.S5.
Scott. Sir Walter, waverley Novels. Library ed. Vols.
13-16: The Pirate, Fortunes of Nigel, Peverll of the
Peas, Quentin Durward. Philadelphia: J. B. Llpplncott
Co.
Shakespeare, W. Works. Victoria ed. 3 vols. Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies fand PoemsJ. Macmlllan &Co. «5.
Sheppard, N. Saratoga Chips and Carlsbad Wafers.
Funk&Wagnalls. 50 cents.
Stall, Rev. S, Methods of Church Work: Religious, So
cial, and Financial. Punk & Wagnalls. 81.50.
Sylvester, H. M. Prose Pastorals. Boston: Tlcknor &
Co.
The Poems of Glacomo Leopardl. " G. P. Putnam's Sons.
8125.
Thucjdldes. Book I. Edited by Prof. C. D. Morris.—
Book VII. Edited by Prof. C. F. Smith. 2 vols. Glnn
&Co.
Tolstoi, Count L. N. Ivan Hyltch, and Other Stories. T.
Y. Crowell & Co.
Winsor, J. Was Shakespeare Shapleigh? A Correspondence In Two Entanglements. Boston: Houghton,
Mifflin & Co. 76 cents.
Zbckler, O. Wider die unf.thlbare Wissenschaft. Nord• llngen: C. H. Beck; New York: Westermann.

BOOKS FOR SUMMER.
Society
Verse
by American
Writers.
Selected by Ernest De Lancey Pl^rson. 12mo, cloth,
$1.35.
This book, daintily printed by the De Vlnne Press, is
virtually the first representative collection of vers de sodete by American writers ever published.
Mr.
IncouVs
Misadvefiture.
By Edgar Saltua. 12mo, cloth, price, $1.
A novel which is sure to be .condemned by every one
who prefers platitude to paradox, or tea and toast to
truffles and red pepper.
A catalogue of other publications sent on application.

BENJAMIN & BELL, Publishers,
744 Broadway, New York.
*** For sale by all booksellers. Sent postpaid on receipt
of price. A catalogue of our books mailed free.
LONDON
WEEKLY
TIMES.
Complete
set (first number, Jan. 5,1877); 21 vols., half morocco,
$73.60.

AMERICAN JO UBNAL OF PBILOLOO Y.

Complete set, 7 vols., half leather, $17.50.
NO UVELLE
BIOOBAPEIE
OENEBALE.
48 vols., cloth covers, new, $46.
GRIMM'S
WOUTEBBUCH,
as far as published, 7 complete vols, (half morocco, new) and 30
numbers, $60.
H E R M A N R O S E N T H A L & CO.,
14 Cooper Union, New York.

BRENTANO'S, 5 Union Square,
MEW, YORK,
Have constantly In stock GUIDE BOOKS to all parts of
the world, all the NEW NOVELS and MISCELLANEOUS
BOOKS on the day of Issue.
Orders by mall promptly attended to.
For any desired Information about books published or
that are to be published, old and rare books, English,
French, Uerman, Spanish, or Italian books, write to us
and it will receive our immediate attention.

F. W. C H R I S T E R N,
254 Fifth Avenue, between 28th and 39th Sts., New York.
Importer of Foreign Books, Agent for the leading Paris
Publishers, Tauchnitz's British Authors, Teubner's Greek
and Latin Classics. Catalogue of stock mailed on demand.
A large assortment always on hand, and new books recelvea from Paris and Leipzig as soon as issued.

An eminently practical new method for learning the
German language. Edition for self-Instruction, In 13
numbers (with Keys), at 10 cents each; school edition
(without keys), bound in cloth, $1.25. For sale by all booksellers. Sent, postpaid, on receipt of price, by Prof. A.
Knoflacb, 140 Nassau St.. New York. - Prospectus free.

T70R SALE

OR HIRE

IN

1^

HARPER'S

S. DAVIS, JR.,

SWITZER-

jt
land, near Lake Gteneva, Lausanne, two furnished
villas (in olden times occupied by Prince Rohan and
Fenimore Cooper, the novelist), with all appurtenances;
situated In a beautiful garden covering several acres.
Price about 200,000 francs. Facilities for payment.
Address
MR. CAZALKT,
Villa Boston at Lausanne, Switzerland, Europe.

'POR SALE.

F O R O N E - T H I R D OF A CENTURY

WEEKLY,

unbound, a few missing, 1869-77 (16 vols.), $40.
JOHN C. SAQE, 133 Dodge St., Cleveland.
(SCHOOL
BOOKS'IN
FOREIGN^LANk 3 guages. Miscellaneous Books in Foreign Languages.
Catalogues on application. Foreign Periodicals.
CABL SCHOBNBOFI Importer, 144 Trenuont St., Bostoni

DIAMOND HAMS,
CINCINNATI,
Have been sold by Park t& Tilford, Acker, Merrall S Condit, New York, and J. Gilbert, Jr. S
Co., Boston.
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