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Neglected Workbench
Keys slowly change
And rust distorts
The modes of entry
In the locks.

The vise is empty,
Its power still.
The hands are elsewhere,
And the will.
-PAUL RAMSEY
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To See Again the Stars
George A. Panichas

AfterIdeology: Recovering the Spiritual
Foundations of Fmedom, by David
Walsh, San Francisco, Calif::
HarperCollins, 1990. xix + 296 pp.
$29.95.
IFMODERNITY
has visibilized the triumph of
the machine, if it is synonymous with
change and progress in general, it has
not had an equivalent success in the life
of the soul. More than ever the inner,
invisible life discloses radical discontent and disconnection. Material achievement and spiritual well-being are not
necessarily confluent; the City of Man
and the City of God do not necessarily
co-exist. Spiritual disinheritance and dispossession mark the modern human
condition in spite of all our palpable
advances. Disorder and alienation manifest the collapse of millenarian experiments rooted in ideological schemes and
programs. All the claims of a New Deal
and of a Great Society, that in effect we
have entered the gates of Eden, ring
hollow.
In After Ideology, a timely and eloquent book, Professor David Walsh demonstrates that no examination of the crisis of modernity can be complete without discerning at its epicenter the crisis
of the human soul. The failure to make
such a distinction further solidifies our

spiritual stasis, that is, makes us even
more the prisoners of our nothingness.
Such a failure, then, perpetuates an existential sickness unto death-the kind of
spiritual exhaustion that impedes a
search for moral and social-political order at all levels of consciousness.
Revolutionary nihilism, Walsh shows,
is inevitably the consequence of secular,
gnostic, and liberal ideologies that assault biblical and classical traditions and
principles. How can modern man recover from the impact of this soul-killing
process? This is one of the central questions in After Ideology. But it is also the
singular strength of this book to move
beyond questions, even beyond diagnosis, by pointing the way. Walsh provides
here a moral and spiritual compass, a
gift that no reader can turndown. In him
we have at least one university teacher
and political scientist who sensitively
comprehends the needs of the soul in
relation to the needs of temporal life, and
who at the same time is not afraid to
speak out on this need of needs. Nor is he
afraid to use great and sacred words like
transcendence and faith, which he pinpoints as indispensable to the process of
spiritual recovery that modern political
systems have systematically sought to
crush in an age of ideology. The disintegration of the communist nations of East-
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