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ure till the evening, and secured an inside place
for that purpose. I greatly abhor spectacles of
the kind, and yet, from mere idleness and curiosity, I suffered myself to be drawn into the
human stream flowing toward " Hang Fair,"
and once jammed in with the crowd in front of
the place of execution, egress was, I found, impossible. After waiting a considerable time, the
death-bell suddenly tolled, and the terrible procession appeared—five human beings about to
be suffocated by human hands, for offenses
against property !—^the dreadful and deliberate
sacrifice preluded and accompanied by sonorous
sentences from the Gospel of mercy and compassion ! Hardly daring to look up, I saw little of
what passed on the scaffold, yet one furtive,
quickly-withdrawn glance, showed me the sufferer in whom I took most interest. He was
white as if already cofiined, and the unquiet
glare of his eyes was, I noticed, terribly anxious!
I did not again look up—I could not; and the
surging murmur of the crowd, as it swayed to
and fro, the near whisperings of ribald tongues,
and the measured, mocking tones of the minister,
promising eternal life through the mercy of the
most high God, to wretches whom the justice of
man denied a few more days or years of mortal
existence—were becoming momently more and
more oppressive, when a dull, heavy sound boomed through the air ; the crowd swayed violently
from side to side, and the simultaneous expiration of many pent-up breaths testified that all
was over, and to the relief experienced by the
coarsest natures at the consummation of a deed
too frightful for humanity to contemplate. It
was some time before the mass of spectators
began to thoroughly separate, and they were
still standing in large clusters, spite of the bitter, falling weather, when a carriage, furiously
driven, with the body of a female, who was
screaming vehemently and waving a white handkerchief, projected half out of one of the windows, was seen approaching by the London
Road. The thought appeared to strike every
one that a respite or reprieve had come for one
or more of the prisoners, and hundreds of eyes
were instantly turned toward the scaffold, only
to see that if so it had arrived too late. The
carriage stopped at the gate of the building. A
lady dressed in deep mourning, was hastily assisted out by a young man with her, similarly
attired, and they both disappeared within the
jail. After some parleying, I ascertained that
I had sufficient influence to obtain admission,
and a few moments afterward I found myself in
the press-room. The young man—Mr. Andrew
Bridgman—was there, and the lady, who had
fallen fainting upon one of the benches, was his
mother. The attendants were administering restoratives to her, without effect, till an inner
door opened, and the under-sheriff, by whom she
was personally known, entered ; when she started up and interrogated, with the mute agony of

her wet, yet gleaming eyes, the dismayed and
distressed oflicial. " Let me entreat you, my
dear madam," he faltered, " to retire. This is a
most painful—fright—"
"No—no, the truth!—the truth!" shrieked
the unfortunate lady, wildly clasping her hands,
" I shall bear that best!"
"Then I grieve to say," replied the undersheriff, " that the marks you describe—two on
the left, and one on the right arm, are distinctly
visible."
A piercing scream, broken by the words, "My
son !—oh God !—my son !" burst from the
vpretched mother's lips, and she fell heavily, and
without sense or motion, upon the stone floor.
While the under-sheriff and others raised and
ministered to her, I glanced at Mr. Andrew
Bridgman. He was as white as the lime-washed wall against which he stood, and the fire that
burned in his dark eyes was kindled—it was
plain to me—by remorse and horror, not by grief
alone.
The cause of the sudden appearance of the
mother and son at the closing scene of this sad
drama was afterward thus explained :—Andrew
Bridgman, from the moment that all hope of
procuring a commutation of the sentence on the
so-called Robert Williams had ceased, became
exceedingly nervous and agitated, and his discomposure seemed to but augment as the time
yet to elapse before the execution of the sentence
passed away. At length, unable longer to endure
the goadings of a tortured conscience, he suddenly burst into the room where his mother sat
at breakfast, on the very morning his brother
was to die, with an open letter in his hand, by
which he pretended to have just heard that Robert Williams was the long-lost Mark Bridgman '
The sequel has been already told.
The conviction rapidly spread that Andrew
Bridgman had been from the first aware that the
youthful burglar was his own brother; and he
found it necessary to leave the country. He
turned his inheritance into money, and embarked
for Charleston, America, in the bark Cleopatra,
from Liverpool. When off the Scilly Islands,
the Cleopatra was chased by t French privateer.
She escaped; but one of the few shots fired at
her from the privateer was fatal to the life of
Andrew Bridgman. He was almost literally cut
in two, and expired instantaneously. Some
friends to whom I have related this story deem
his death an accident; others, a judgment: I
incline, I must confess, to the last opinion. The
wealth with which he embarked was restored to
Mrs. Bridgman, who soon afterward removed to
London, where she lived many years—sad ones,
no doubt, but mitigated and rendered endurable
by the soothing balm of a clear conscience.
At her decease, not very many years ago, the
whole of her property was found to be baqueathed to various charitable institutions of
the metropolis.
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THE UNITED STATES.
O N G R E S S adjourned, sme die, on the 31st of
August. During the last month of its session
several important public laws were passed, and various subjects of public interest were discussed at
length. Substantial amendments to the Postage
Law have been adopted, by which the rates of postage upon printed matter sent by mail, have been
greatly reduced. The new law takes effect on the
30th of September. After that date each newspaper,
periodical, or other printed sheet not exceeding three
ounces in weight, will be sent to any part of the
United States for one cent—one cent additional being charged for each additional ounce or fraction :
but when the postage is paid yearly or quarterly, in
advance, at the office where the paper is mailed or
delivered, one Aa?/of these rates only will be charged.
Newspapers and periodicals weighing not over an
ounce and a half, when circulated within the State
where they are published, will pay only half these
rates. Small newspapers and periodicals published
CQice a month or oftener, and pamphlets of not more
than sixteen pages each, when sent in single packages weighing at least eight ounces, to one address,
and prepaid by affixing postage-stamps thereto, are
to be charged only Haifa cent for each ounce. The
postage on all transient matter must be prepaid by
stamps or otherwise, or double the rates first mentioned will be charged. Books weighing not over
four pounds may be sent by mail at one cent an ounce
for all distances under 3000 miles, and at two cents
an ounce for all distances over 3000 miles, to which
fifty per cent, will be added if not prepaid. Publishers of periodicals and newspapers are to receive
their exchanges free of postage; and weekly newspapers may also be sent to subscribers free within
the county where they are published. These are
the essential provisions of the new law: others are
upended requiring the printed papers to be sent
open, without any other communications upon them
than the address, and without any other inclosures.
A bill was also passed, making large appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors in
various sections of the country: the vote upon it in
the Senate was 35 yeas and 23 nays; in the House
of Representatives it was passed by the casting vote
of the Speaker, there being 69 votes for and 69 votes
against it. Bills were also passed providing measures of greater security for steamboat navigation, by
requiring various precautions on the part of owners :
granting to the State of Michigan land to aid the construction of a ship canal around the Sault St. Marie,
and granting lands to the States of Arkansas and
Missouri, to aid in the construction of railroads
within those States : establishing a tri-monthly mail
between New Orleans and Vera Cruz : and making
appropriations for the various branches of the public
service. The whole number of public acts passed
daring the session was 64; of private acts 52: of
joint resolutions 17. The French Spoliation bill,
the bill granting public lands to the several States,
and several other measures of importance, upon
which extended debate had been had, were postponed until the next session.

C

fttrate-

the Fisheries on the British Colonial coast. In the
Senate, on the 12th, Mr. Soule of Louisiana, spoke in
very warm censure of the proceedings of the English
government, and criticising the measures of the Administration as deficient in energy and determinatioii.
He deprecated any negotiations with Great Britain
on the subject, so long as any part of her fleet should
be in those waters, and predicted the speedy separation of the Colonies from the British empire. Mr.
Butler of South Carolina, as well as several other
Senators, expressed their earnest hopes that the difficulty would be satisfactorily adjusted, and at their
suggestion the debate was postponed until the 14th,
when Mr. Seward made an extended and elaborate
speech, setting forth the whole history of our negotiations with England upon the Fisheries, showing
that England has presented no new claims, and that
she has not indicated any purpose to use force or
menaces in support of pretensions she has hitherto
urged, and vindicating the President and Secretary
of State from the attacks made upon them.
-On
the 16th, while the bill appropriating lands for the
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of St.
Mary was under discussion, Mr. Cass supported it
on the ground of its being essential to the defenses
of the country in time of war, and took occasion to
say he would have no objection to the annexation of
Canada and the acquisition of Cuba, if these objects
could be accomplished without a war. Mr. Douglas
spoke also in favor of the grant for the work, not as
a necessary means of defense, but for the purpose of
augmenting the value of the public lands lying further
to the west: he said that he would not vote a donation of money for such a purpose, but would support
a bill granting public lands. A motion to substitute
$400,000, instead of land, was rejjected by a vote of
21 to 32: and the bill was passed in its original

form.
On the 17th, a message was received from
the President, in reply to a resolution offered a day
or two previously by Senator Seward, inquiring
whether any proposition had been made to the United States by the King of the Sandwich Islands, to
transfer the sovereignty of those islands to the United States. The President declines to communicate
any information on the subject, since to do so would be
incompatible with the public interest. Mr. Seward,
then offered a resolution providing for the appointment of a Commissioner, to inquire into the expediency of opening negotiations upon that subject. The
resolution and the message was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
On the 23d, while
the River and Harbor Bill was under debate, Senator Douglas offered a resolution giving the States
power to levy tonnage duties upon their commerce,
for the purpose of carrying on works of internal improvement. He supported this proposition at length.
Mr. Cass opposed it on the ground that the duties
thus levied would in fact be paid by the agricultural
consumers. Mr. Smith of Connecticut opposed it,
because it would throw the whole burden of these
duties upon the farmers of the West. The amendment was rejected by 17 to 25.
On the 28th, in reply to a resolution, a Message
was received from the President, transmitting sunOn the 10th of August, the President transmitted dry documents relating to the right of foreign nations
a message to Congress, communicating to that body to take guano from the Lobos islands, off the coast
all the documents relating to the dispute concerning of Peru. On the 2d of June, Captain Jewett wrote
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to Mr. Webster, inquiring whether these islands were
the possession of any single power, or whether they
were open to the commerce of the world. Mr. Webster replied thai the islands were uninhabited, that
they had never been enumerated among the possessions or dependencies of any of the South American
states, and that citizens of tlie United States would
be protected in removing the valuable deposits upon
them. At the same time the Secretary of the Navy
ordered a vessel of war to be dispatched for the
protection of American vessels engaged in this traftic. Under these assurances Captain Jewett and
his associates fitted out some twenty vessels which
were immediately dispatched to the islands in question. Mr. Webster's letter to Captain Jewett, meantime, having accidentally been made public, the
Peruvian Minister, Senor Osma, in three successive
notes, represented to the Government that the Lobos
islands were dependencies of Peru, and that the
United States could have no rightful claim to remove their valuable deposits. Mr. Webster replied
to this claim on the 21st of August, by an elaborate
argument showing that Peru had hitherto, by repeated acts, sustained the position that the islands
do not belong to any of the South American states.
They lie about thirty miles from the shore, and are
uninhabited and uninhabitable. Citizens of the
United States have visited them in pursuit of seals
for half a century; and no complaint was made of
this until 1833, when Peru issued a decree forbidding foreigners from visiting them for any such purpose. The United States Charge at Lima immediately remonstrated against this decree, and requested
its modification, so far as to permit citizens of the
United States to continue pursuits in which they
had been engaged for so many years. No reply was
made to this remonstrance, and the citizens of the
United States continued their avocations without
any further interruption. Mr. Webster insists, therefore, that while these islands lie in the open ocean,
so far from the coast of Peru as not to belong to that
country by the law of proximity or adjacent position,
the Government of Peru has not exercised any such
acts of absolute sovereignty and ownership over them
as to give to her a right to their exclusive possession
as against the United States and their citizens by
the law of indisputable possession. The Government of the United States is, however, disposed to
give due consideration to all the facts of the case,
and the President will therefore give such orders to
the naval forces on that coast as will prevent collision until the case can be examined.
An important report was made in the Senate, on
tlie 30th of August, by Mr. Mason, of Virginia, from
the Committee on Foreign Relations, upon the subject of the right of way across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, granted to Don Jose de Garay, in March,
1842, by Santa Anna, then vested with supreme
power as President of Mexico. The report, after
mentioning this grant, and the stipulation contained
in it that he, as well as any private individual or
company succeeding him, native or foreign, should
be protected in undisturbed enjoyment of all the concessions granted, states that on the 9th of February,
1843, a decree was issued by General Bravo, who
had succeeded to the Presidency, recognizing and
affirming this grant, and directing the departments
of Oaxaca and Vera Cruz to put Garay in possession
of the lands ceded to him by its provisions. On the
6th of October, 1B43, Santa Anna, being restored to
power, issued a further decree, directing the departments to furnish 300 convicts to bt employed on the
work ; and by another decree of December 28, 1843,

the time for commencing it was extended a year—
until July 1, 1845. In November, 1846, General
Salas, having, by the course of revolution, become
invested with supreme power as Dictator, promulgated a decree, extending the time still further,
namely, until November 5, 1848 ; and the work waa
actually commenced prior to that date. This is the
history of the grant so long as it remained in the
hands of Garay. During the year 1846 various con
tracts were entered into by which he transferred tlie
grant, with all its rights and privileges, to Messre.
Maiming and Mackintosh, subjects of Great Britain :
and on the 28th of September, 1848, these contracts
were formally recognized and consummated at the city
of Mexico. On the 5th of February, 1848, this grant
was assigned to Peter A. Hargous, a citizen of the
United States, who subsequently entered into a coittract to assign the same to certain citizens of New
Orleans, on terms intended to secure the capital
necessary to execute the work. In December, 1850,
a party of engineers was sent out by the American
assignees, to complete the necessary surveys—wiio
continued so employed until the month of June following, when they were ordered by the Mexican
government to discontinue the work and leave the
country—a law having been passed by the Mexican
Congress, and approved by the President, May 22,
1851, dedaring the Garay grant to be null and void.
Upon this statement of facts concerning the origin
and history of the grant, the Report proceeds to show
that its validity had been repeatedly recognized by
the Mexican government. In 1846, President Herrera issued orders to prevent cutting mahogany from
these lands. In 1847, while the treaty of peace was
under discussion, Mr. Trist, by direction of our Government, offered a large sum for the right of vray
across the Isthmus; and was answered that "Mexico
could not treat of this subject because she had, several years before, made a grant to one of her own
citizens, who had transferred his right, by authoriza^
tion of the Mexican government, to English subject9>
of whose right Mexico could not dispose." After
the assignment of the grant to American citizens,
moreover, the Mexican government issued orders to
the Governors of the Departments, directing them to
afford all needed aid to the engineers, who were
accordingly sent, the ports thrown open for their
supplies, and over a hundred thousand dollars was
expended upon the work. Negotiations for a treaty
of protection to the workmen were also opened, and
the draft of a Convention was concluded at Mexico,
in June, 1850, and sent to the United States. Cer
tain modifications being suggested at Washington,
this draft was returned to our Minister in Mexico and
a new Convention was signed January 28,1851, with
the approval of President Herrera. This convention
was ratified by the Senate of the United States, and
returned to Mexico, and finally rejected by the Mexican Congress, in April, 1852.—It is not pretended
that this rejection of the Convention affects in the
slightest degree the validity of the grant. The sole
ground upon which its annulment is claimed, is, th*
the decree of Salas of November, 1846, extending
the time for commencing the work, was null and
void, inasmuch as he held the supreme power by
usurpation, or that he transcended his powers. " Respect for the Mexican Government alone," says the
Report, " restrains the Committee from treating of
this position in the terms it deserves." The government of Salas was acknowledged and submitted to
by the people of Mexico;—his decrees, this one included, were submitted to the Congress—and not
one of them v/as ever approved by Congress, nor was
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his authority ever questioned at any other time, or
in reference to any other decree. " The doctrine
that the Government de facto is the Government responsible, has been fully recognized by Mexico herself, in the case of the Dictatorship of Salas, as of
those who preceded hirii. It is a principle of universal law, governing the intercourse of nations, with
each other and with individuals, and this Government
can not, nor ought not, treat with indifference a departure from it by Mexico in the present instance."
The report concludes by referring to the unfriendly
feeling which the proceedings of Mexico indicate
toward the United States, and by recommending the
adoption of the following resolutions :
" Resolved, As the judgment of the Senate, that in
the present posture of the question on the grant of a
right of way through the territory of Mexico at the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec, conceded by that Republic
to one of its citizens, and now the property of citizens of the United States, as the same is presented
by the correspondence and documents accompanying
the Message of the President, it is not compatible
with the dignity of this Government to prosecute the
subject further by negotiation.
" Second, Should the Government of Mexico propose a renewal of such negotiations, it should be
acceded to only upon distinct propositions from
Mexico, not inconsistent with the demands made by
this Government in reference to said grant.
" Third, That the Government of the United States
stands committed to all its citizens to protect them
in their rights abroad, as well as at home, within the
sphere of its jurisdiction ; and should Mexico, within
a reasonable time, fail to reconsider her position
concerning this grant, it will then become the duty
of this Government to review all existing relations
with that Republic, and to adopt such measures as
will revive the honor of the country and the rights of
its citizens."
In Louisiana a new Constitution has been prepared
by a State Convention, which introduces several new
features of importance into the fundamental law of
that state. The right of suffrage and of eligibility to
ofHce has been considerably enlarged. Every free,
white male citizen of the United States, over twenty-ono years of age, who has resided in the State a
year, and in the parish six months previous to the
election, is a qualified voter; and every qualified
voter is eligible to either branch of the Legislature.
The Legislature is to hold annual sessions—elections
being held biennially.—The Judges of the Supreme
Court and of all the inferior courts are made elective ;—the Supreme Court is to consist of a Chief
Justice and four associates—their term of ofRce to
be ten years. The credit of the State may be pledged
for corporations formed for the purpose of making
internal improvements within the State, by subscriptions of Stock, or by loans to the extent of onefifth of the capital. All Corporations with banking
or discounting privileges are prohibited, as are all
special laws for creating Corporations. Banking
and discounting associations may be created either
by general or special laws—but ample security must
be required for the redemption of their notes in specie. The Constitution may be amended by the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected to
both Houses, and a ratification of the people at the
next election, by a vote on every proposed amendment taken separately. The new Constitution is to
be submitted to the vote of the people on the first
Tuesday of November.
,
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peller Ogdensburgh ran into the steamer Atlantic,
striking her just forward of the wheel-house, and
injuring her so seriously that, after going a mile or
two toward the shore, she sunk. The propeller, not
understanding the full damage of the collision, and
anxious for her own safety, did not go to the rescue
of her passengers until half an hour after the accident. More than a hundred persons lost their lives,
the greater portion of them being Norwegian emigrants huddled together on the forward deck, and
unable, through their ignorance of English, to avail
themselves of the means of safety suggested. Very
conflicting statements in regard to the cause of the
collision have been published ;-^the night was not
very dark, both vessels had signal lights and a watch
on deck. The matter is undergoing judicial investigation.——On the Hudson River still another accident occurred on the 4th of September. As the
steamer Reindeer lay at the wharf at Bristol landing,
about forty miles below Albany, one of her connection pipes burst, and twenty-seven persons, mainly
those in the after-cabin, were killed—fifty more being considerably injured.
A National Convention

of the Free-Soil party was held at Pittsburgh on the
11th of August, at which John P. Hale, of New
Hampshire, was nominated for President, and George
W, Julian, of Indiana, for Vice-President, as the candidates of that party.
A meeting of delegates is
to be held at Macon, Georgia, on the 20th of October, for the purpose of calling an Agricultural Congress of the Slaveholding State's—the chief objects of
which are declared to be to develope the resources,
combine the energies, and promote the prosj)erity of
the Southern States, and to cultivate the aptitudes of
the negro race f(» civilization; so that when slavery
shall have fulfilled its mission, a system may be
authorized which shall relieve the race from its
servitude, without sinking it to the condition of the
free negroes at the North and in the West Indies.
From CALIFORNIA we have intelligence to the 1st
of August. The intelligence is without any feature
of special novelty. The mining prospects continue
to be good, and very large amounts of gold continue
to be procured. The whole amount shipped from
California during the past year was over sixty-six
millions of dollars. The miners in every section
of the gold districts continue to receive abundant
returns for their labor.
Every mail brings a deplorable list of casualties and crimes in various parts
of the State, the details of which it is unnecessary
here to repeat. Nearly all of the outrages occur rn
the more distant and thinly-settled sections of the
country; and in most cases the perpetration of crime
is followed by the speedy, and often the lawless infliction of chastisement.
The celebration of the
Fourth of July at San Francisco was marked by the
attendance in procession of a large body of Chinese,
who bore richly-decorated banners, got up in the
style of their own country. The Chinese continued
to arrive in the country in great numbers, nearly
four thousand having reached San Francisco within
a fortnight. The hostility of the miners toward
them was abating. The arrival of emigrants from
all quarters continued to be very great, 22,000 having
landed between June 1st and July 9th. Difficulties
have arisen in the San Joaquin district between the
American miners and a party of French and Spaniards, who w^ere thought to have trespassed upon
private rights : serious collisions were apprehended
at one time, but a better state of feeling has been
induced. It was currently reported that fresh moveA dreadful steamboat catastrophe occurred on ments were on foot for the conquest and annexation
Lake Erie on the lOth of August. The steam-pro- of Southern California.
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In OREGON, it is stated, valuable coal-mines have
been discovered near St. Helens, on the Columbia
river. The vein has been opened, and promises to
be very extensive ;—it is about two and a half feet
thick, and has been traced for half a mile. The coal
is remarkably pure. Other mines have been discovered in the vicinity, but they have not yet been
explored.
The agricultural prospects of the territory were very good. The population is stated at
20.000, and is said to be rapidly increasing. A special session of the Legislature had been called by
Governor Gaines for July 29th. The gold mines in
the Southern part of the territory continued to yield
fair returns. Complaints are made by recently arrived emigrants of ill-treatment received at the hands
sf the Mormons during their passage through the
Salt Lake country.
From the extreme NoRTH WEST—the British possessions near Lake Winnepeg—accounts of very disastrous floods have been received. The settlement
established by the Earl of Selkirk in 1812, which
had grown into considerable importance as a point
from which supplies were furnished to the Fur Companies of that region, and which contained about ten
thousand inhabitants, had been nearly destroyed by
freshets in the Red River of the North, which began
on the 5th of May, and reached their height about
the 20th. Dwellings, crops, and nearly all the products of twenty-five years' labor have been swept
away : the damage is estimated at about a raillion
of dollars.
SOUTH AMERICA.
From the Argentine Republic we have intelligence
of fresh political disturbances, indicating at least the
temporary failure of the new and moderate system
introduced by Urquiza after the defeat and expulsion
of Rosas. The Convention from the several provinces summoned by Urquiza, met at San Nicholas—
ten of the thirteen provinces being represented by
their governors, and adopted a Constitution for the
federation. It provided for abolishing the transit
duties, and for the assembling of a Congress at Santa F^; which was to consist of two delegates from
each province, to be selected by the popular vote, to
be untrammeled by instructions, and the minority to
conform to the decision of the majority, without dissent or protest. In order to defray the national expenses, the provinces agreed to contribute in proportion to the product of their foreign Custom-houses,
and that the permanent establishment of the duties
shall be fixed by Congress. To secure the internal
order and peace of the republic, the provinces engage
to combine their efforts in preventing open hostilities
or putting down armed insurrections, and the better
to promote these objects. General Urquiza was recognized as General-in-chief of the armies of the
Confederation, with the title of Provisional Director
of the Argentine Confederation, In the Chambers
of Buenos Ayres, very warm opposition was manifested to this Convention : bitter and violent debates
took place, and the popular clamor became so high
that the Governor Lopez resigned his office ; whereupon General Urquiza dissolved the Chambers, and
took the supreme power into his own hands. In a
communication sent by his order to the British
Charge, he states that the anarchy into which the
province was thrown, compelled him to take this
step, and declares that he shall not extend the authority with which he is vested beyond the time and
the measures necessary for the re-establishment of
order in the province. He also issued a brief address
to the Governors of the provinces of the Confederation, declaring that he should use the power Ihoy had

M *»;iiw<i m^m^/->^i ••

conferred upon him in rendering effective the sovereign will of the nation, in repelling foreign aggressions, and in restraining the machinations of those
who might seek to awaken the passions which had
so often brought disajster upon them. He promised
that, with their assistance, the Argentine people
should be presented before the world constituted, organized, and happy. " My political programme," he
adds, "which is founded on the principles of order,
fraternity, and oblivion of all the past—and all ihc
acts of my public life, are the guarantee that I give
you of the promise which I have just made, and, with
it you may rest assured, that when the National Con
gress has sanctioned the Constitution of the State,
and the confederated communities have entered into
the constitutional path, I will deliver up to it the deposit you have confided to me, with a tranquil conscience, and without fearing the verdict of public
opinion, or the judgment of posterity." After the
dissolution of the Chambers there were some symptoms of rebellion, but this proclamation restored order, and was well received. He ordered all the printing offices to be closed for a few days^ and banished
five of the leading opposition representatives from the
country. The provisional government had been temporarily reinstalled : and in this position affairs were
awaiting the meeting of Congress, which was to take
place in August.
In Brazil, important steps have
been taken toward commencing works of internal
improvement. A company has been empowered to
construct railways from Rio Janeiro to several towns
in the interior, and an agreement is in progress between the Imperial Government and a private company for the r'egular navigation, by steamboats, of the
Amazon. The public revenue of Brazil continued to
increase. A project for granting government credit
to aid in purchasing steamers to cruise against African slave-traders, was under discussion in the
Chambers, with a fair prospect of its passage.From Ecuador, we learn that the expedition planned
and led by General Flores against Guyaquil, has
been defeated and dispersed. The troops comprising
it, consisting of Chilians and Americans, and numbering about nine hundred, deserted Flores, and went
over to General Urbina, the President of Ecuador,
to whom the six vessels of the expedition were also
given up. General Flores himself escaped to Tumbez. From the partial narrative of an officer engaged
in the expedition, which is the only account of it yet
published, the army of Flores seems to have been
singularly deficient in energy, discretion, and valor.
One of the vessels was blown up on the 3d of July,
by the discharge of a pistol by one of the men, who
were drunk in the cabin : about thirty lives were lost
by this casualty.
In Chili, Congress was in session at our latest date, July 1st. Bills were under
discussion to levy a direct tax on all property in
cities and towns for municipal purposes : subjecting
all schools to the control of the parish priests ; and
providing for the maintenance of the clergy. The
telegraph from Valparaiso to Lima was in operation,
and another line was projected to Copiapo—which is
at the head of the province whose silver deposits
have yielded so abundantly of late: it is said that the
export from that province for the year will amount to
six millions of dollars. Coal, said to be very little
inferior to the best English coal, is found at Talcahuana. Labor and the necessaries of life were very
high at Valparaiso.
From Montevideo, accounts to
the 5th of June, state that the ratification of the Brazilian treaties puts an end to all fear of another foreign war. The prmcipal clauses of the Convontior*
a<rreed upon are the abandonment of the line of frou-
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tier -which the treaties of October, 1851, conceded to
Brazil, and the cession of the right of free navigation
on Lake Merim to the Oriental flag.
MEXICO.
The Mexican Republic is again agitated by threatening insurrections in various quarters, which the
central government finds itself powerless to quell.
In Mazatlan and Guadalajara strong bodies of insurgents, supported by the National Guard, have
maintained themselves against the government, which
opposes them by decrees and commercial regulations
instead of troops. Upon the frontier the ravages of
the Indians continue to be most destructive. The
government has invited proposals for the construction
of a road across the isthmus of Tehuantepec, and
seems determined to resist the demands of the United
States for the recognition of the Garay grant. The
Mexican papers contain copious accounts of local
disturbances and insurrections, the details of which
it is needless here to repeat. The condition of the
country is difficult and precarious in the extreme.
Rumors have been circulated of endeavors to secure
the intervention of England and France, in order to
give greater strength and stability to the government,
and enable it to resist encroachments constantly apprehended from the United States: but there is no
reason to believe they have as yet proved successful.
CUBA.
The colonial government of Cuba has discovered
new and formidable conspiracies against the Spanish
authority in that island, and has made numerous arrests of suspected parties. During the months of
June and July several numbers were clandestinely
published and widely circulated, of a paper called
The Voice of the People, the object of which was to
arouse the Cubans to resistance of the Spanish rule.
For some time the efforts of the authorities to detect
its editors, or the place of its publication, were ineffectual : but both were finally betrayed by parties
who had become acquainted with them. The principal editor, however, had previously escaped to the
United States. Nearly all engaged upon it, so far
as known, were either native Cubans or Spaniards.
The cholera was very prevalent and destructive at
Havana, at our latest dates.

and some longer notice of an intended change to the
American parties interested. The latest advices represent that a mutual understanding had been had,
which would obviate all present difficulty, and lead
to the peaceful adjustment of the dispute. As to its
basis or general tenor we have no intelligence sufficiently authentic to warrant publication here.Kossuth had reached London, where he was living in
privacy. The English government is reported to
have given Austria satisfactory assurances that all
due measures of precaution would be taken to prevent his presence in England from disturbing the
friendly relations of the two countries.
News of
fresh defeats continues to arrive from the Cape of
Good Hope. The natives not duly keep the military
at bay, but have in several instances acted with success on the offensive.
Emigration to Australia is
still on the increase. No fewer than 117 ships and
vessels were entered outwards in Great Britain at
one time, of which 73 were loading at London alone.
Active measures were in progress for enrolments
under the new Militia Act.
The first column of
the new Crystal Palace was erected at Sydenham on
the 5th of August, with becoming ceremonies. A
large company was present, and speeches were made
by several distinguished persons.
THE CONTINENT.
Since the adjournment of the Legislative Assembly, events in FRANCE have had less than usual
interest. The President left Paris on the 17th of
July, to celebrate the opening of the railway between
Paris and Strasbourg, which is now completed. He
was received with eclat, reviewed the troops, and
went to Baden-Baden, his main object being, according to rumor, to arrange for a matrimonial alliance
with a daughter of Prince Gustave de Vasa. He
returned to Pans on the 24th, where he had a military reception, generally described as lacking enthusiasm.A change has been made in the Ministry by the appointment of M. Achille Fould, Minister of State, in place of M. Casabianca. M. de
Cormenin, the well known pamphleteer, M. Giraud,
and M. Persil have also become Members of the
Council of State, in place of Maillard, Cornudet, and

GREAT BRITAIN.
Parliament has been still farther prorogued until
the 18th of October, when, it is announced, it will
positively meet for the dispatch of business. "With
the close of the elections, political discussion seems
to have been for the time suspended. There is great
difiiculty in deciding upon the party complexion of the
new House of Commons, owing to the mixed character of the contest. The most disinterested authorities, however, seem to warrant the belief that of the
whole number of seats (658), 314 are filled by Ministerialists, 25 by Free Trade Conservatives, 186 by
Whigs proper, 53 by Radical reformers, 57 Irish
members, and 13 Independents, while there are 10
vacancies. Upon the question of Protection, the
Ministry seems to be in a hopeless minority ; while
upon other subjects, their majority is not large enough
to be very reliable.
The Queen left London on
the 9th of August, for Belgium : she returned on the
17th.
The dispute with the United States concerning the Fisheries, has engrossed a good deal of
public discussion in England—the greatest variety of
views, of course, prevailing. The general current of
opinion seemed to be, that, although a strict construction of treaties would sustain the course pursued by the English government, yet the fact that the
rights claimed had lain in abeyance for many years,
required a more considerate course ef proceeding,

Reverchon, resigned.
M. Odillon Barrot, declines
to be a candidate for the Assembly, asking, in his
letter, what he can have to do with public affairs,
" now that on the ruins of the constitutional and
Parliamentary Government of his country, the most
absolute power that exists in the world is establishing itself, not as a transient or a casual dictatorship
but as a permanent Government, when the mendacious forms of universal suffrage and popular election
serve only to secure the return of candidates designated by the Administration, and have only been
preserved to give a false air of liberty to the sad and
humiliating reality of despotism."
A decree has
been issued authorizing to return immediately to
Franco the ex-representatives Creton, Duvergier,
Thiers, Chambolle, Remusat, Lasteyrie, Laidet, and
Thouret. Another decree removes the interdiction
of January 10, to reside in France, against Renaud,
Signard, Joly, Theodore Bac, Belin, Besse, MilJoste,
ex-representatives of the Mountain.
The municipal elections that have recently been held are
marked by the failure of voters to attend the polls.
Upon an average not one-fourth of the legal ballots
have been cast; and this proves to be the case in
those departments where a second election was ordered expressly to supply the defect in the first.
This very general absence from the polls is noted as
a significant indication of the little interest felt in
the new government by the mass of the people.
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The London Chronicle has published the text of a
treaty alleged to have been signed on the 20th of
May, by the sovereigns of Austria. Russia, and Prussia, in regard to the present and prospective condition of the French government. The contracting
parties declared that, although they would respect
the rule of Louis Napoleon as a temporary government, they would not recognize any French dynasty
except the House of Bourbon, and that they would
reserve to themselves, in case of opportunity, the
right to aid the restoration of the representative of
the elder branch of that family. The authenticity of
Uie document has been generally discredited, and,
indeed, denied by Austrian official journals.
Addresses have been freely circulated throughout
France urging the President to restore the Empire.
They are issued under the special direction of the
authorities of the departments, who are appointed
by the President; and yet it is represented that they
are by no means numerously signed, and that but a
sinall proportion of them are decidedly and frankly
Imperialist.
The 15th of August, Napoleon's birthday, was signalized by fkes of extraordinary magnitude and splendor. The most elaborate and protracted
preparations had been made for it; thousands and
tens of thousands came in from all sections of the
country to witness the display; and the occasion
was one of unwonted brilliancy and splendor. Grand
exhibitions of the military, fireworks, scenes and
shows skillfully calculated to recall the memory and
the glory of Napoleon, and a great ball at St. Cloud
signalized the occasion. The people of Paris had
been invited by ofRcial proclamation to illuminate
their houses; but the noticeably sparse compliance
with the request is remarked as more truly indicative
of the sentiments of the people, than the elaborate exhibitions arranged by the government.
The anniversary of the taking of the Bastile on the 14th of
July, an occasion often commemorated by assembled
thousands, and with great eclat, was celebrated this
year by the deposit of a single crown on the railings
of the column, performed by a lady; the symbol was
instantly removed, and the lady and her husband
were arrested.
Marshal Excelmans, a soldier of
the Empire, specially attached to Murat, and a witness of the disaster of Waterloo, was killed in Paris
by a fall from his horse, on the 21st of July. His
funeral was numerously attended. Count D'Orsay,
noted in the circles of fashion, and distinguished
also for literary and artistic abilities, died on the 4th
of August.
From ITALY there is little intelligence beyond that
of a system of wholesale arrests of suspected persons. At Venice, Mantua, and other cities, great
numbers of influential persons have been thrown
into prison, mainly in the hope, as is believed, that
they may be induced or forced to reveal suspected
conspiracies. Warm disputes have occurred at Rome
between the French and Roman soldiers. The
mother of Mazzini died of apoplexy, at Genoa, on
t i e 9th of August; her funeral was attended by a
very large concourse of people.
In Piedmont the
Government has resolved to resist and punish the
abuse of the right of petition against the marriage
bill, which, it is alleged, is made the pretext for agitating the country. Several instances of severity
toward the press have occurred.
In Naples, Mr.
Hamilton, an English Protestant, relying on an article in the treaty of 1845, set up a school in 1848,
for the education of Swiss and English children.
By degrees. Government influence was used to drive
away his pupils. The Police have now forcibly
closed the school. Sir William Temple was in-

formed of the act, but it is not known what course
the British Government will pursue.
In AUSTRIA the most marked event of the month
was the Emperor's return to Vienna, after his tour
through Hungary, where he is represented to have
been received with the general enthusiasm of the
people. The liberal papers allege that much of the
cordiality with which he was greeted in the Hungarian portion of his dominions, was pre-arranged,
and that the real sentiments of the people were in no
wise indicated by it. He reached Vienna on the
14th of August, and had a magnificent reception.
He was to leave on the 16th for Ischl.
The budget
for the year shows a deficit of over fifty-five millions of florins.
In SWITZERLAND nothing of special interest has
occurred. The National Council, after three days'
debate, has rejected a petition presented by conservatives of the Canton of Fribourg, praying for an
alteration of the Cantonal Constitution, by a vote of
79 to 18. It was regarded as an attempt to renew
the troubles of the Sonderbund, under the guise of
reforming the Constitution. At the same sitting, on
the 5th of August, the Council decided upon remitting to the Cantons the remainder of the debt created
by the troubles of 1847. The money is to be applied
to the completion of certain scholastic institutions, or
to the extinction of pauperism, or to the construction
of railways, common roads and canals, subject to the
approbation of the Federal Executive. It is stated
that the Prussian Minister at the Helvetic confederation, has formally demanded the re-establishment
of the ancient political relations with Prussia in the
Canton of Neufchatel. The Grand Council of that
Canton, on the 30th of July, decreed the suppression of
a societyof the partisansof Prussia by 69 votes to 11.
From BELGIUM intelligence has been received that
a convention has been concluded between the Bel
gian and Dutch governments for the amalgamation
of the railways of the two countries. The great
trunk line beginning at Antwerp will be continued to
Rotterdam, and so be put into communication with
the whole of the Netherlands. It is stated, upon
good authority, that the Bavarian government has
engaged to pay 1,400,000 florins to the administration of the Palatinate Railway, on condition that the
latter shall undertake to execute the works on the
line from Ludwigshafen to Wissemburg speedily.
This is the point to which the Strasburg Railway is
to be continued beyond the French frontier.
A
change has occurred in the Belgian Ministry. The
commercial regulations between France and Belgium
are placed under the regime of the common law, the
treaty of 1845 not having been renewed.
From TURKEY we learn that Mr. MARSH, the
American Minister, left Constantinople on the 30th
of July for Athens, whither he goes to investigate
the circumstances attending the arrest and imprisonment of the American missionary. Dr. KING. Previous to leaving he had an audience with the Sultan.
Numerous and very destructive fires have recently occurred in Constantinople—two or three
thousand houses having been burned.
Fresh and
interesting discoveries are said to have been made
at Nineveh by M. Place, the French Consul at Mosul; he is said to have found a series of paintings
upon marble in vermillion and marine blue.
Steam
navigation has lately increased greatly at Constantinople. More than twenty steamers now ply daily ir.
the Bosphorus and the Sea of Marmora. It is said
that a Russian company is about to be formed, which
will have twenty vessels to run in opposition to these
now established.

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED

fiiitnr'0 €Mt

T

H E SABBATH presents the most purely religious, and, at the same time, the least sectarian
of all moral questions. It has, however, been generally regarded under two aspects, and defended on two
distinct if not opposing grounds. One of these may be
called the Scriptural or theological, the other the physical or secular. One class of advocates would lay
the greatest stress on its divine appointment, the
other upon its worldly advantages. One would magnify its ecclesiastical, the other its political and social
importance. Without entering at length upon either of
these arguments, in our present editorial musings, it
is enough for us to state that those who would defend
it as a permanent divine institution, rely mainly on
the remarkable passage in Genesis announcing the
divine rest from creation, and the sanctification of the
seventh period of time, the Fourth Commandment as
confirmatory of the same, and the early and continued
example of the primitive Christian church, as evidence of a divinely-authorized change from the seventh day of the Jewish calendar to that on which
Christ rose from the dead.
The other argument, which may be denominated
the physical or secular, is a great favorite wdth writers and speakers of a certain class, who would be
thought to be friends of the observance of the Sabbath, and all moral institutions connected with it,
and yet would prefer to advocate them on grounds
less strictly religious. These dwell much on the
physical advantages of a day of rest. They enter
into calculations respecting the maximum time of
human and animal exertion, and the minimum period
of rebxation required to counterbalance its effects
upon ihc physical system. It is with them mainly a
(>r ibtetn of political economy,—a question of production.—of prices,—of the increase or diminution of
inJivil'i il or national wealth. In these respects the
value uf the Sabbath is carefully measured by statistical tables. Figures " which can not lie" prove it to
be a very useful institution, and the divine wisdom
is greatly lauded in the contrivance of such an admirable means for preserving a healthful equilibrium
in the industrial and business world.
We would, however, by no means speak slightingly
of such supposed ends, or of such an argument in
support of them. " Does God take care for oxen ?"
The language of the Apostle is not an ironical negative, as some might suppose, but an a fortiori argument to show his higher care for man, and above all,
for man's spiritual well-being. We may rationally
suppose that higher purposes are harmoniously conjoined with lower in the divine mind. It is not unworthy of the author of the universe to have established such a harmony between the physical and the
spiritual worlds. The Bible plainly speaks of things
which " have the promise both of this life and of that
which is to come," and among these the right observance of the Sabbath would doubtless hold a distinguished place. It is the great connecting bond
between the political and the religious, between social
virtue and the individual devoutness, between the
kingdom of nature and the kingdom of grace,—in
short, between all secular and all spiritual moralities.
We can not well conceive of either squalid poverty or
debasing vice in a community distinguished for its
intelligent reverence of the Sabbath. Such reverpjice, however, could not well exist or long be raainained, where the secular utilities, tme and valuable

as they may be, are the only or even the chief mo
tives appealed to. The temporal loses not only its
moral excellence, but its power even for temporal
good, when wholly severed from the spiritual.
Neither is there sufficient support for sabbaticiil
institutions in the merely merciful idea of bodily rplaxation. W e are still in the region of secular benevolence, and without some influence from a higher
world of motive fliid feeling, the sacred idea of rest
will inevitably degenerate, and give place to its demoralizing counterfeits—idleness—dissipation—and
vice. Thus could it be shown, that even for the best
secular ends, a Sabbath divested of the religious element would be far worse that unintermitted
labor.
But we would hasten to another and a third view,
which may be characterized as being more catholic,
or rather less sectarian, than the first, and, at the
same time, more spiritual, or less secular, than the
second. To firm believers in the positive divine institution of the Sabbath (among whom we have no
hesitation in avowing ourselves) the merely worldly
argument would appear, sometimes, to betray, rather
than support, the very cause it professes to advocate.
On the other hand, there are, doubtless, many inquiring minds to whom the Scriptural argument seems
more or less defective, but who would, nevertheless,
accept a more elevated and more religious view than
the one we have denominated the physical or the
secular. There are good men, very good men, and
honest believers, too, in the written revelation, who
have a prejudice against any thing positively outward
and ritual in religion, on the ground of,its savoring
too much of what they deem the obsolete Jewish
economy. There are others who do not so accept the
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, that they would
regard as conclusive any merely exigctical or traditionary argument. There are those, again, who
wholly reject the authority of the commonly-received
revelation. There are men who go farther than this
—pantheists,—scientific theists, who recognize only
an impersonal Power and Wisdom—men on the very
verge of atheism, and some beyond all limits that the
most tender charity can regard as separating us from
that doleful region. And yet among them all—may
we not say it without giving just offense to the strictest believer—among them all there may be sober rnen,
thinking men, deeply serious men, for whom it is
possible, and, if possible, most desirable, to frame an
argument for a Sabbath that may steer clear of the
apparent difficulties in the one view, and the really
lowering and unspiritualizing tendency of the other.
Let those, then, who feel strong in that position,
ground their reverence for the Sabbath in a positively
revealed divine appointment. Among them would we
class ourselves, even while endeavoring so to widen
the platform as to embrace as many others as possible. Let those, again, who can take no higher view
than that derived from its physical benefits, hold fast
to such a faith. Frail as the plank may seem, it may
deliver them from the shipwreck of total unbelief.
The view indeed is a low one, and yet, if honestly
held, may conduct the mind to a higher estimate. It
is something,—it is much,—to believe truly that in
the physical arrangements of the world, God has
shown this kind care for our material well-beiuAT. If
the soul is not utterly buried in earlhliness, the
thought of such a concern for the body must tend, at
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