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Atherton read on: " These are the questions
which I ask myself in my despair. She is free,
now; but am I free? Am I not rather bound
by the past to perpetual silence ? There are
times when I rebel against these tortures;
when I feel a sanction for my love of her, an
assurance from somewhere that it is right and
good to love her; but then I sink again, for,
if I ask whence this assurance comes — I beseech you to tell me what you think. Has my
offence been so great that nothing can atone
for it ? Must I sacrifice to this fear all my hopes
of what I could be to her, and for her ? "
Atherton folded up the letter, and put it
back into its envelope, with a frown of exasperation. " I can't see what should have infatuated Halleck with that woman. I don't believe
• now that he loves her; I believe he only pities
her. She is altogether inferior to him: passionate, narrow-minded, jealous—she would make
him miserable. He'd much better stay as he is.
If it were not pathetic to have him deifying her
in this way, it would be laughable."
" She had a jealous temperament," said
Clara, looking down. " But all the Hallecks
are fond of her. They think there is a great
deal of good in her. I don't suppose Ben
himself thinks she is perfect. But — "
" I dare say," interrupted her husband,
" that he thinks he's entirely sincere in asking
my advice. But you can see how he wishes
to be advised."
" Of course. He wishes to marry her. It
isn't so much a question of what a man ought
to have, as what he wants to have, in marrying, is it ? Even the best of men. If she is
exacting and quick-tempered, he is good
enough to get on with her. If she had a husband that she could thoroughly trust, she
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would be easy enough to get on with. There is
no woman good enough to get on with a bad
man. It's terrible to think of that poor creature
living there by herself, with no one to look after
her and her little girl; and if Ben — "
" What do you mean, Clara ? Don't you
see that his being in love with her when she
was another man's wife is what he feels it to
be—an indelible stain ? "
" She never knew i t ; and no one ever
knew it but you. You said it was our deeds
that judged us. Didn't Ben go away when he
realized his feeling for her ? "
" H e came back."
" But he did everything he could to find
that poor wretch, and he tried to prevent the
divorce. Ben is morbid about it; but there is
no use in our being so."
" There was a time when he would have
been glad to profit by a divorce."
" But he never did. You said the will
didn't count. And now she is a widow, and
any man may ask her to marry him."
. " Any man but the one who loved her during her husband's life. That is, if he is such a
man as Halleck. Of course, it isn't a question
of mere right and wrong, of gross black and
white—there are degrees, there are shades;
there might be redemption for another sort
of man in such a marriage; but for Halleck
there could only be loss—deterioration—lapse
from the ideal. I should think he might suffer something of this even in her eyes — "
" Oh, how hard you are! I wish Ben hadn't
asked your advice. Why, you are worse than he
is ! You're not going to write that to him ? "
Atherton flung the letter upon the table,
and drew a troubled sigh. " Ah, I don't
know ! I don't know ! "
END.

T H E STATUE.
T H E R E was a statue, only common clay.
Which in the sunshine stood one summer day,
And just through one brief magic hour—I'm told.
Because the sun shone so, seemed finest gold.
There was a hero, hero but to one,
Who had his gilded hour beneath Love's Sun,
And then. Ah me! the sunshine died away,
And left the hero—bare, dull, common clay.
LENVOI.

A R E you the hero, or are you the sun ?
A word, mon ami, and my fable's done.
If you must blame,—be just, and blame the sun.
Frances Hodgson Burnett.
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BY T H E SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LATE CENSUS.
T H E UNITED STATES AT T H E FIRST CENSUS.

NINETY years ago, the words United States
designated a federal republic occupying seventeen degrees of latitude along the middle Adantic coast of North America, and stretching
westward to the Mississippi River from that
entire ocean front, except that the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes formed its
limit on the north. The tract thus bounded
comprised about 820,000 square miles.
I have said that the republic occupied this
vast extent of territory; but, indeed, it was
only by its sovereignty that the republic could
be said to occupy it entire. The population
of 1790 was 3,929,214, being about 4.9 inhabitants to the square mile of the territory
of that date—about 1.3 inhabitants to the
square mile of the territory of to-day.
But this population was far from being
spread uniformly over the vast surface offered
for settlement to the citizens of the new nation.
At a varying distance from the coast, a range
of mountains, of what may be called the
third-class, ran north-east and south-west
through nearly the entire length of the country, shedding the waters from their eastern
slope into the Atlantic, across plains which,
extending from the north temperate to the
semi-tropical zone, exhibited almost as wide
diversities of character and climate, and of
consequent adaptation to the uses of man, for
habitation or for cultivation, as those which exist between the shores of the Baltic and of the
Mediterranean. Irregular as was the course of
this mountain-chain, at some points much more
closely approaching the coast than at others, it
yet divided the then existing territory of the
United States into two nearly equal parts.
It was almost wholly on the Atlantic slope
of the Appalachian range that the population
of 1790 was found by the first census. About
125,000 adventurous pioneers, chiefly from
Virginia and North Carolina, had crossed the
mountains and settled about the Licking,
Kentucky, Salt, and Green rivers in Kentucky, and in smaller numbers upon the Cumberland in Tennessee.
Of the area of the original thirteen States,
only a little more than one-half was settled to an
appreciable extent—but about 226,000 square
miles being occupied by two or more inhabitants
to the square mile, the region outside remaining destitute of all inhabitants or being visited
only by the trapper or axman. Adding 14,000,
sparsely populated, in the Ohio Valley, we
have as the settled area of 1790, 240,000

square miles, with an average density of 16.4
inhabitants. This sum was divided almost
equally between three classes: 83,000 had
between 2 and 6 inhabitants; 83,000 between
6 and 18 inhabitants; 74,000 between 18 and
45 inhabitants to the square mile. Fiftyseven per cent, of the population resided
upon eight per cent, of the territory of the
United States, which was eighteen per cent,
of the region east of the mountains. The
region thus preferred for settlement extended
south-westward from Pordand, Maine, covering Concord (New Hampshire), Albany,
Poughkeepsie, Harrisburgh, Harper's Ferry,
Richmond, Lynchburg, Danville, and Raleigh.
Outside of this lay an irregular tract of
sparse settlement, covering the immediate
coast of Maine, along its entire^ length, extending upward well toward the northern
limits of New Hampshire and Vermont;
holding close to Lake Champlain and the
Hudson, in New York, except as it ran out,
in a narrow tongue, to include the central
lakes of that State; crossing the Delaware
almost coincident with the line of denser settlement, but spreading out to cover the southern half of Pennsylvania, then receding to
follow in general the course of the Blue Ridge
southward to the north-east corner of Georgia,
where it ran down parallel to the Savannah
River, and only the depth of a single county
from it, till it reached the coast below the city
of that name, whence it ran south to include
four coast counties devoted to the rice culture,
leaving all the rest of Georgia to those formidable Indian nations, the Creeks and Cherokees.
Six cities only, having a population of
8,000 or more, were in 1790 embraced within
the limits described, comprising but one-thirtieth of the total population of the country,
that is, having in the aggregate a population
about equal to that of Newark to-day.
The occupations of the people were mainly
agriculture and the fisheries, both pertaining to
the so-called " extractive " industries. Throughout the northern half of the country the soil
was cultivated by the mass of citizens, and
the land was held in small tracts. The men
who tilled the soil were not a peasantry.
I will not say that they belonged to the same
class,—for there were no class distinctions
known to the society of that day,—but they
were the same sort of men, without distinction,
as those who filled the learned professions or
held the offices of state. At the South, however, a widely different condition of things existed : the actual cultivators of the soil were
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