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Reviews

of Books

The student of the mediaeval church-history of England, who may buy the
book expecting it to be as useful for his period as for others, is likely to be
disappointed. Only a dozen documents are given for the period before
the Norman Conquest, and only forty-five for the whole mediaeval period.
But these are the most important, selected with excellent judgment, and
well edited.
Mr. George Haven Putnam's Books and their Makers during the
Middle Ages: a Study of the Conditions of the Production and Distribution of Literature from the Fall of the Roman Empire to the Close of
the Seventeenth Century, is intended, as the sub-title shows, to cover a
larger period than simply that of the Middle Ages. The first volume, now
published (New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1896, pp. xxxviii, 459), covers
the years from 476 to 1600; the second will extend to 1709. The first
part of the present volume is devoted to the making of books in monasteries, to libraries of the manuscript period, to the making of books in the
early universities, and to the book trade in the period before the invention
of printing. The second part discusses the Renaissance as the background to the early history of printing, the history of that invention itself,
and the work of the earlier printers and publishers of Holland, Germany,
and Italy.
The Syndicate of the Cambridge University Press has done well to
print the most valuable portions of certain previously unnoticed records of
the Peasant Revolt which Mr. Edgar Powell has recently discovered (^The
Rising in East Anglia in 1381, with an Appendix containing the Suffolk
Poll-Tax Lists for that Year. Cambridge, University Press; New York,
Macmillan, 1896, pp. 164). These consist not only, as the title-page might
suggest, of poll-tax lists, but also of transcripts of a number of indictments of rioters, and a long excerpt from a contemporary accomit of the
attack on the Abbey of Bury by its almoner, John Gosford. With the aid
of the indictments Mr. Powell has drawn up a detailed account, not always
indeed very elegantly expressed, of the external facts of the rising in
Suffolk, Norfolk, and Cambridgeshire; and in this narrative of his, certain
features of the movement stand out with a new clearness, especially the
eagerness of the rebels to burn court rolls. VValsingham had informed us
of this circumstance in general terms ; his statement is now confirmed by
scores of instances. Inasmuch as the indictments are usually for murder
or theft, they tell us little of the motives which led to the rising; and it
cannot be said that Mr. Powell's remarks do much to remove the inconsistencies and vaguenesses which characterize most modern accounts. He
thinks it had something to do with the Statutes of Laborers, and he thinks,
at the same time, that it was connected with villein services : the relation,
if any, between these two explanations, he does not seek to determine.
Yet the student of the period will be grateful for the new material Mr.
Powell puts in his hands; and not least for an account which appears in
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his text (p. 64), though the original record is, unfortunately, not printed,
which shows that the demand for commutation of services at the rate of
fourpence an acre was persisted in, in one Suffolk village, for three years
after the rising had been suppressed. Mr. Powell's conclusion that " the
rising was the matured result of a comprehensive plan, carried out by
means of a more or less perfect organization, extending throughout the
Eastern Counties" (p. 57), which he bases on a statement in an indictment
to the effect that a certain person had given himself out as " nuntius magn»
societatis " (translated by Mr. Powell "messenger of a great society"),
becomes doubtful when this passage is compared with others in which the
same phrase occurs; especially, pages 134, 137. Probably the words
"magna societas " mean no more than a large body of men bent on a
common purpose, and refer to the insurgents already congregated.
W. J. A.
The Universities of Aberdeen: A History, by Robert Sangster Rait,
M.A. (Aberdeen, J. G. Bisset, 1895, PP- ^ii' 382), is a careful, interesting,
and well-proportioned narrative of the parallel history of King's and
Marischal Colleges, known since i860 as the University of Aberdeen.
The interest of the volume is not hmited to graduates of the northern
university. While its story of the rivalries and jealousies of the two
Aberdeen institutions must especially appeal to them, this is only a part of
the larger history of the slow development of the Scottish university system
itself, by the labors of successive parliamentary commissions, to its present
form; while this, again, is an integral and important factor of the general
intellectual and religious history of the country.
The unsatisfactory point about The Journal of a Spy in Paris during the
Reign of Terror, January-July, I7<p4, by Raoul Hesdin (New York, Harper
and Brothers, 1896, pp. xxiii, 204), is that no evidence is given of its authenticity. It is nowhere stated in the preface that the original manuscript is
preserved in any public or private collection, and the editor gives neither
name nor initials upon the title-page or anywhere else. Of course this
omission of necessary information may be merely an oversight, for the
unknown editor describes the manuscript he has published, though without
stating when or how it came into his hands; but historical students at the
present time cannot be too careful in insisting that evidence of authenticity
shall always be given before they take into serious consideration any new
historical document. Apart from this blemish — a most important one, it
must be admitted — the editor has done his work well and shows in his
notes a very considerable knowledge of the latest literature upon the
French Revolution. The period covered by the diary is the last six months
of the Reign of Terror; but it concludes, possibly from the loss of the last
leaves, before coming to the Revolution of the 9th Thermidor, when
Robespierre was overthrown and the Terror came to an end. It cannot
be said that the Journal throws any new Kght on the history of Paris
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