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no positive conclusion with regard to it, but contents himself by saying
that if Napoleon was not an epileptic in the ordinary sense of that word,
he certainly belonged to a family of "neuropathetics."
Closely allied with this nervous sensibility and this epileptic temperament, and largely accounted for by them, was the weak moral sense.
Napoleon's psychical nature was so absorbed, so dominated by his intelligence, that little room was left for anything else. The author quotes
with approval Lumbroso's comparison of Napoleon with Caesar, Mohammed, and other conquerors, as epileptic geniuses. When the epileptic
tendency displays itself in the psychical field mental exuberances are
more than likely to appear. " With a constitution of that kind not a few
men of talent represent the unbalanced, the abnormal, the delinquent
among geniuses."

JOHN H . CONEY.

Lord John Russell.
By S T U A R T J. R E I D . [ T h e P r i m e Ministers
of Q u e e n Victoria.] (New Y o r k : H a r p e r and Brothers. 1895.
Pp. xvi, 381.)
SEVERAL years ago Spencer Walpole published a two-volume octavo
biography of Earl Russell, or Lord John Russell, as he is known to history by his own preference. It received much praise and has since been
regarded as the authority. Mr. Reid had no desire to supersede this with
his monograph; evidently his aim was to reduce to the form of a brief
and popular narrative the most accessible material and some important
recollections respecting Russell. Lord John's political career does not
readily lend itself to short and picturesque biography. Sydney Smith
might well have said of his friend "Lord John Reformer," as he did of
Melbourne, " I accuse our Minister of honesty and diligence." Russell
also fulfilled Goethe's condition of greatness: he was devoted to one idea.
But this was not all; with almost equal honesty and diligence he was also
devoted to many other ideas, throughout a period of over half a century.
When we thought of his part in the long contest over the change from
rotten boroughs to a rational system of parliamentary representation, in
the abolition of the Test and Corporation Acts, in bringing about Catholic Emancipation, in repealing the miserable Corn Laws and introducing
the grand policy of Free Trade, in helping Ireland to more freedom and
keeping her from starvation, in guiding the foreign policy during the war
in the Crimea, in helping Italy to become a nation, and in trying to hold
England to a just course of neutrality during our own Civil War, — when
we thought of merely these questions, we did not expect to find that Mr.
Reid had given more than a synopsis of historical events and biographical incidents. Instead of doing only this, he has written a vivacious and
charming biography which assigns Lord John his proper place in history.
The success is extraordinary. It is not often that small biographies of
great statesmen add much to the knowledge of the reader or to the reputation of the hero. Mr. Reid has furnished an exception.
Russell wrote of himself shortly before his death: " I have committed
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many errors, some of them very gross blunders. But the generous people
of England are always forbearing and forgiving to those statesmen who
have the good of their country at heart." Mr. Reid is in no sense a heroworshipper, but he has taken more pains to describe Lord John's successes
and great traits than to note his failings and less praiseworthy characteristics, although he has a keen eye for Palmerston's Jingoism and for his
impetuous disregard for the instructions of his superiors. While it would
be ungracious to emphasize the point, it is to be regretted that more has
not been told about Russell's life as a partisan Whig, and how he personally accepted victory and defeat. A philosophical American statesman
once said, " T h e faults of great men fall out in history." This is much
truer than it ought to be.
Every political biography that pretends to
be a study of character should disprove this remark quite as much as it
should that familiar sentence of Mark. Antony about " the evil that men
d o . " Biographers will never receive the respect and confidence which
is given to impartial historians until they make it their business to tell
the whole truth and think less of eulogy.
Americans will naturally turn first to the chapter covering the period
of our Civil War, when Earl Russell, as he had lately become, held the
seals of the Foreign Office.
This is the least satisfactory part of the
book. The printing of a valuable six-page memorandum, about how the law
officers failed to act in time to prevent the sailing of the Alabama, by
the late Lord Selborne, who was then Solicitor-General, saves it from being
next to worthless. Not a word is said about England's hurried recognition of the Confederacy as a belligerent in the spring of 1861, before the
new American Minister could reach London. Nor does he tell how Lord
John was driven back by Seward from his first step toward mediation, nor
how, finally, the development of our antislavery policy created such strong
English sympathy that he ceased to encourage Mason's hopes or even
to listen to Napoleon's schemes.
Evidently Mr. Reid has not given
much attention to the relations between Great Britain and the United
States at this time. Here are some surprising statements: " Hostilities
had broken out between the North and the South in the previous July, and
the opinion of England was sharply divided on the merits of the struggle.
The bone of contention, to put the matter concisely, was the refusal of
South Carolina and ten other States to submit to the authority of the Central Government of the Union. It was an old quarrel which had existed
from the foundation of the American Commonwealth, for the individual
States of the Union had always been jealous of any infringement of the
right of self-government; but slavery was now the ostensible root of bitterness, and matters were complicated by radical divergences on the subject of tariffs" (p. 310). Nevertheless Mr. Reid has written a biography
which shows that he is a scholar and a literary man of uncommon qualities.
The historian Lecky has furnished several very interesting pages of his
own recollections of Lord John as he knew him in private life after 1866.
FREDERIC BANCROFT.
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The Life of Sir James Fitzjames Stephen, Bart., K.C.S.I.,
a Judge
of the High Court of Justice.
By his Brother, L E S L I E S T E P H E N .
W i t h two Portraits. (London and N e w Y o r k : G. P. P u t n i a n ' s
S o n s . 1895. Pp. 504.)
ALL those who knew Fitzjames Stephen and his books will iind a melancholy pleasure in this capital biography. It gives his ancestry, interesting
in itself, and valuable in showing the hereditary traits that characterized
the man and his methods of thought and work. It shows him in his Cambridge days, when his associates and contemporaries predicted a future of
even more distinction than that he achieved by a lifetime of conscientious
work and study. At college, just as later at the Bar and on the Bench, he
fell short of attaining the highest honors, but this was largely due to the fact
that he worked for work's sake, rather than for reward. What he was in his
youth, he remained to the end, earnest, zealous, aiming at the best, tireless in the pursuit of good to others. He came of a sturdy Scotch stock,
full of zeal and energy, never directed to selfish ends, and often failing in
achievement. His grandfather, "Master " Stephen, made a mark first as a
political partisan, but later as one of Wilberforce's most trusted supporters in the contest against slavery.
His father, the " K i n g " James of
contemporary memoirs, was long an official in the Colonial Department,
and gradually rose to such a position of power and authority that he was
recognized as the controlling influence under a succession of political
chiefs. His Ecclesiastical Essays and his Lectures on French History
make up his literary baggage, valuable, yet small in proportion to his wide
and deep studies and the appreciation in which he was held by able men.
His wife, Fitzjames' mother, was a daughter of the Rev. John Venn of
Clapham, a leader of what has often been called in derision the "Clapham sect," the strict evangelicals, of whom the Stephens, the Wilberforces, and the Macaulays were perhaps the most noted members. From
his mother and from the Venns, a long line of clergymen of the same
theological views from the days of Queen Elizabeth to those of Queen
Victoria, Sir J. F. Stephen inherited a large share of the qualities that
distinguished him. It was characteristic of the stock from which he
descended that his theological opinions were independent of any mere
authority, the results of his own sturdy logical processes, and reasoned out
for himself. As a young man he associated with his father's friends,
among them such men as Sir Henry Taylor, James Spedding, Aubrey de
Vere, John Austin, John Mill, and this association did more for him than
Cambridge or the Inns of Court. Eton, King's College, London, and
Trinity College, Cambridge, were the successive stages of his education,
but he was too independent to follow beaten paths, and therefore never
achieved great honors. As one of the "apostles," the accepted nickname
for a Cambridge debating society, he became an associate of Sir Henry
Sumner Maine, Lord Derby, Sir William Vernon Harcourt, Julian Fane,
and Canon Holland. Although his father and his uncles, the Venns,
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