Fred Reed

Why Blame Mexico?
To grasp American immigration policy, one needs only
remember that the United States frowns on smoking
while subsidizing tobacco growers.
We say to impoverished Mexicans,
“See this river? Don’t cross it. If you do,
we’ll give you good jobs, drivers
licenses, citizenship for your kids born
here, school for said kids, public assistance, governmental documents in
Spanish for your convenience, and a
much better future. There is no penalty
for getting caught. Now, don’t cross this
river, hear?”
How smart is that? We’re baiting
them. It’s like putting out a salt lick and
then complaining when deer come.
Immigrant parents would be irresponsible not to cross.
The problem of immigration, note, is
entirely self-inflicted. The U.S. chose to
let them in. It didn’t have to. They came
to work. If Americans hadn’t hired them,
they would have gone back.
We have immigration because we
want immigration. Liberals favor immigration because it makes them feel
warm and fuzzy and from a genuine
streak of decency. Conservative Republican businessmen favor immigration,
frequently sotto voce, because they want
cheap labor that actually shows up and
works.
It’s a story I’ve heard many times—
from a landscaper, a construction firm, a
junkyard owner, a group of plant nurserymen. “We need Mexicans.” You could yell
“Migra!” in a lot of restaurants in Washington, and the entire staff would disappear out the back door. Do we expect
businessmen to vote themselves out of
business? That’s why we don’t take the
obvious steps to control immigration. (A

$1,000 a day fine for hiring illegals, half to
go anonymously to whoever informed on
the employer would do the trick.)
In Jalisco, Mexico, where I live, crossing illegally is regarded as casually as
pirating music or smoking a joint and
the coyotes who smuggle people across
as a public utility, like light rail. The
smuggling is frequently done by bribing
the border guards, who are notoriously
corrupt.
Why corrupt? Money. In the book De
Los Maras a Los Zetas, by a Mexican
journalist, I find an account of a tunnel
he knew of that could put 150 illegals a
day across the border. (I can’t confirm
this.) The price of passage is about
$2,000 a person. That’s $300,000 a day,
tax-free. What does a border guard
make? (And where can I find a shovel?)
The author estimated that perhaps 40
tunnels were active at any given time.
Certainly some are. A woman I know
says she came up in a restaurant and
just walked out the door. Let’s hear it
for Homeland Security.
There is much noise about whether to
grant amnesty. The question strikes me
as cosmetic. We are not going to round
up millions of people and physically
throw them across the border. Whether
we should doesn’t matter. It’s fantasy.
Too many people want them here or
don’t care that they are here or don’t
want to uproot families who have established new lives here. Ethnic cleansing
is ugly. Further, the legal Latino population is just starting to vote. A bumper
crop of Mexican-American kids, pos-

sessed of citizenship, are growing headlong toward voting age. These people
cannot be thrown out, even in principle.
People complain that Mexico doesn’t
seal the borders. Huh? Mexico is a country, not a prison. It has no obligation to
enforce American laws that America
declines to enforce. Then there was the
uproar when some fast-food restaurant
in the U.S. began accepting pesos. Why?
Mexican border towns accept dollars.
Next came outrage against Mexico
because its consulates were issuing ID
cards to illegals, which they then used to
get drivers licenses. Why outrage? A
country has every right to issue IDs to its
citizens. America doesn’t have to accept
them. If it does, whose problem is that?
If you want to see a reasonable immigration policy, look to Mexico. You
automatically get a 90-day tourist visa
when you land. To get residency papers,
you need two things apart from photographs, passport, etc. First, a valid
tourist visa to show that you entered the
country legally. Mexico doesn’t do illegal aliens. Second, a demonstrable
income of $1,000 a month. You are welcome to live in Mexico, but you are
going to pay your own way. Sounds reasonable to me.
You want a Mexican passport?
Mexico allows dual citizenship. You
(usually) have to be a resident for five
years before applying. You also have to
speak Spanish. It’s the national language. What sense does it make to have
citizens who can’t talk to anybody?
It looks to me as though America
thoughtlessly adopted an unwise policy,
continued it until reversal became
approximately impossible, and now
doesn’t like the results. It must be
Mexico’s fault.
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Q. Why is it always just “Left” vs. “Right”?
A. Because people have forgotten the alternative.
Q. But what else is there?
A. The old vision in this new book.
Beyond Capitalism & Socialism

a new statement of an old ideal
A twenty-first century apologia for social and economic sanity
by twelve Catholics
Tobias J. Lanz, Ph.D. editor | Kirkpatrick Sale foreword | John Sharpe introduction

Twelve essays on Distributism and other approaches to society and economics based
on Catholic social doctrine mount an aggressive challenge to the myth that dog-eatdog capitalism is the only, and inevitable, alternative to stifling government control.
All-new contributions from journalists, scholars, and priests present the ancient but
up-to-date wisdom of the Church and Christian history, offering a compelling vision
that puts people before profit .
“A valuable collection.”
“...could not come at a better time.”
—Jude P. Dougherty, Ph.D.,
—Fr. C. J. McCloskey III,
Faith and Reason Institute

$19.95 | Cloth hardback | 240 pp | 6” x 9”

“...rich and provocative.”
—Peter A. Huff, Ph.D.,
author of Allen Tate and the
Catholic Revival

Dean Emeritus, School of Philosophy,
Catholic University of America

And don’t miss this pre-publication special on
Dr. Senior’s still-timely, must-read classics:
the death / the restoration of christian culture

SAVE
UP TO 37%

off list prices

Running through March 2008, take advantage of tremendous savings on these
two new authoritative editions of John Senior’s Death and Restoration. Each features a new introduction by Dr. David Allen White, professor of English at the
U. S. Naval Academy, and a foreword by Andrew Senior, son of Dr. Senior and
curator of his works.
“Profound yet profoundly readable...brilliantly revealing of both the causes and
effects of modernity’s cultural crisis.” —David M. Whalen, Ph.D.,

paperback w/ dust jacket • 192pp ea.
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Associate Provost, Hillsdale College
NOTE: order before Mar. ’08 to take advantage of pre-publication prices

The Party System
by Hilaire Belloc and Cecil Chesterton
foreword by Congressman Ron Paul
introduction by Prince Sforza Ruspoli

The Church at the Turning Points of History
by Godfrey Kurth
foreword by Dr. Patrick Foley

A frontal attack on parliamentary “democracy,”
illustrating how modern parliaments and congresses
are the antithesis of true representation. Given the
current political paralysis on vital social questions,
the book reads like an answer to today’s problems.

A remarkable survey of the ability of the Catholic
Church to surmount crises posed by civil society
while maintaining its nature unchanged. Kurth, a
leading Belgian historian of the late 19th and early
20th century, condenses 2,000 years of peace, turbulence, and resolve into a fast-paced, afternoon read.
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